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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER
OF ELECTIONS FOR THE YEAR 1982

Introduetion

1. The year under review Nineteen Eighty Two has been of special significance
in the history of the Elections Department because, the first ever Presidential Election
and the first ever Referendum were held in Sri Lanka for the first time within the
space of three months. As a result of this, the armual Revision of Electoral Registers
had to be suspended, over an unprecedented period of four months at a stretech. No
General Elections were held under the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance or the
Development Councils Elections Act. However, 04 vacancies in the Parliament,
18 vacancies in Municipal and Urban Councils and 02 vacancies in the Development
Councils had to be filled during the year. Three new Political Parties obtained re-
cognition under section 7 of the Parliamentary Elections Act. No. 1 of 1980.

2. Presidential Elections Aet, No. 15 of 1981

2.1 : The First ever Presidential Election in Sri Lanka was held on 20th October,
1982. Consequent to the Third Amendment to the Constitution, a Proclamation
under Article 31 was issued by His Excellency the President on 27.08.1982, published
in Gazette Extraordinary No. 207/12 of 27th August, 1982. The Commissioner of
Elections by Gazette extraordinary No. 208/4 of 30th August, 1982, fixed 17th
September, 1982 as the date of Nomination and the Town Hall of the Colombo
Municipal Council as the venue. The Poll was fixed for 20th October, 1982. Of the
nine Candidates who handed over Nomination Papers, Nomination Papers submitted
by three Independent Candidates were rejected. Six Candidates nominated by
Recognized Political Parties contested this Election.

2.2 : The total number of registered Electors was 8,145.015 at this Election. The
Poll was taken at 6,985 Polling Stations. The total valid votes polled was 6,522,147,
The number of votesrejected was 80,470 in a total poll of 6.602,617. The preferential
system of voting by marking figures 1, 2, 3 on a single Ballot Paper was experienced
by the elector for the first time. The counting of votes which commenced at around
9.00 p.m. at 222 Centres including 57 Postal Votes Counting Centres reported the
District Results between 6.30 a.m. and 5.00 p.m. on the 2Ist. His Excellnecy
J. R. Jayewardene, President in Office, having received 189,738 votes more than 50%,
of the valid votes cast and 52.919 of the total polled was declared elected as the
President of Sri Lanka under section 56 of the Presidential Flections Act. A separate
eport on the Presidentinl Election is under preparation.

3. Referendum Act, No. 7 of 1981

3.1 : The Referendum Act, No. 7 of 1981, which was certified on 27th February,
1981, was brought into operation on 10th August, 1982, by Order published by His
Excellency the President in Gazette Extraordinary No. 206/3 of 16th August. 1982.

3.2 : The Poll at the first ever Referendum was taken on 22nd December, 1982
at 6.986 Polling Stations. The proposal submitted to seek the approval of the
elector was “ Do you approve the Bill entitled the Fourth Amendment to the

27
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Constitution ** published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 218/23 of November 13, 1982,
which provides inter alia that ° unless sooner dissolved the First Parliament shall
continue until August 4, 1989, and no longer and shall thereupon stand dissolved *¢.””
The Order of His Excellency the President under section 2 of the Referendum Act,
published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 219/2 of 14th November, 1982. The
registered number of electors was 8,145,015. For the first time electors received the
ballot papers without any names of Candidates, Political Parties or Independent
Groups. Instead, the ballot paper contained a proposal in the form of & question,
where an elector had to answer the question either “Yes” or “No.” The symbol
“Lamp’’ denoted the answer “Yes.” The symbol “Pot”’ denoted the answer “No™.
The symbol “Lamp’’ received 3,141,223, Symbol “Pot”’ received 2.605.983 with
921,456 rejected in a total poll of 5,768,662 votes. The proposal at the Referendum
was approved by 3,141,223 votes. A separate Report on the Referendum is under

preparation.

4. Registration of Electors Act, No. 44 of 1980

4.1 - Revision of Parliamentary Electoral Register,1981. —Revision of these Registers
commenced on 01.06.1981. At the exhibition of Registers under section 13 (1), held
during the period 01—28 December, 1981, 12,792 Claims and 1,787 Objections were
received. Consequent to inquiries held, 4.938 Claims were accepted and these names
were added to the Lists. 365 Objections were up-held and 365 names were expunged
from the Register. Typing of these Registers in Sinhala and Tamil which commenced
on 01.01.1982 continued upto 10.04.1982. The Electoral Registers of 1981, were
certified on 30.04.1982.

The total number of Electors in the 1981 Register is 8,145,015, which recorded an
increase of 311.297 over the 1980 Register.

4.2 - Revision of the Parliamentary Blectoral Regisier, 1982.—Revision of the
Electoral Registers for 1982 commenced on 01.06.1982. TField enumeration was
handled by the Grama Seva Niladharis. Special Enumerators handled this work
in 15 Town Areas.

Tield work was completed around 31.08.1982. The Proclamation by His Excellency
the President under Article 31 of the Constitution, subsequent to the Third Amend-
ment was published on 27th August, 1982. TImmediately on the publication of this
Proclamation, revision of the 1982 Register was suspended. By this time, 85%, of
Torms had been collected, 409%, of Forms had been checked and 109, typing had
heen completed.

This work was recommenced on 29.10.1982, immediately after the Presidential
Election. However, it had to be interrupted once again due to post poll work and
as the preliminary work of Referendum had ccmmenced within a week the revision
work had to be suspended. Once again this work could be resumed only on 26th
Decomber, 1982. As aresult of the Presidential Election and the Referendum,
revision work of the 1982 Register had to be, therefore, suspended over a period of
approximately 15 weeks. This work was Tre-scheduled and revision work
commenced with the expectation of completing the typing of “A” and “B” Lists for
exhibition of Registers under section 13 (1) during the month of February, 1983.
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5. Order under Article 98(8) of the Constitution—1982

Order under Article 98 (8) of the Constitution, after the certification of the Registers
of Electors 1981, was published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 203/8 of 28th July,
1982. This Order recorded a difference of one less of the number of Members to be
returned to Moneragala District and one more of the number of Members to be
returned to Polonnaruwa District as compared with the Order published on 28th
January, 1982.

6. Vacancies in the Parliament during 1982

The following vacancies ocourred in the Parliament due to the reasons given against
each of them. Action was taken to fill them under section 161 (d) (iii).

Name of Member Name of Reason Name of the
Klectorate who vacated Political Jor New Member
Party Vacation
No. 29—Panadura .. Dr. Neville Fernando U.N.P. .. Resignation Mr. Gampolage
Pathmin Fonseka
No. 60—Karandeniya Mr. B. H. Senadheera.. UN.P. . Death .. Mrs. Daya Sepali
Senadheera
No. 47—Hewsheta .. Mr. Anura Daniel .. UN.P. .. Resignation Miss Mahahitana

Arachchige Rupa
: Sriyani Daniel
No. 80—Vaddukkodai Mr. T. Thirunavukarasn T.U.LF. Death .. Mr. Selvaraja Yoga-
chandran

7. Reeognition of Political Parties under section 7 of the Parliamentary Eleetions.
Aet, No. 1 of 1981

18 Applications were received in response to the Notice under section 7 of the
Parliamentary Elections Act, published on 20th January, 1982. Of these 18, 3
Applications were accepted by the Commissioner for recognition. Details of these-
three Recognized Political Parties, are as follows :

Name of Political Party Name and Address of Secretary Symbol
allotied

People’s Liberation Frong.. Mr. Lionel Bopage, 14/C. K. Cyril C. Perera Mawatha, Bell
Colombo 13

Nava Samasamaja Party .. Dr. Karunaraine Mudiyanselage Wickremabahu Umbrella
Bandara Karunaratne, 17, Barrack Lane,
Colombo 2

The Democratic Workers’ Mr. V. P. Ganesan, 98A, Mohideen Masjeed Road, Ladder
Congress (Political Wing) Colombo 10

8. Determination of rival claims of Recognized Political Parties under seetion 10 (1)
of the Presidential Elections Act

Rival Claims had been presented for recognition in respect of both the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party and the Lanka Sama Samaja Party. After inquiry, Commissioner
determined that one such section in respect of each of them was the Recognized
Political Party.

9. Loeal Authorities Eleetions Ordinance

9.1 : No General Elections were held during this year.

9.2 : Each of the following vacancies were filled under section 65A by the appoint-
ment of the persons whose names appeared immediately below the last appointed.
M-mber in each of the Nomination Papers submitted by the relevant Political Party-
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Action was filed against the Commissioner for failing to take Notice of a letter
sent by the Secretary, Sri Lanka Freedom Party removing Mr. Sumathipala Jaya-
wardena from the Colombo Municipal Council due to the cessation of membership
of the Party. Subsequently, at an inquiry held by the Department, Mr. Jayawardena
himself admitted that he had ceased to be a Member of the Party. Consequent to
thisinquiry he was gazetted as having vacated Membership of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party.

9.3 : Registration of Political Parties.—In response to a Notice under section
27A (3) of the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance. published on 15.11.82, 17
Political Parties applied for recognition. but none obtained recognition

10. Development Councils Elections Aet, No. 20 of 1981
10.1 : No Elections were held during this year.
10.2 : Following vacancies were filled during this period :

Name of Name of the Member Political Cause of New Member
Development who vacated Party vacancy
Counceil
Mullaitiva .. Mr. Kasippillai Thambapilllai T.U.L.F. .. Resignation Mr. Joseph Francis
Xavier Jayaseelam
Puttalam .. Mr. Warnakulasuriys Ichcham- Independent Resignation Mr. Tdroos Mohamed
pullige Hugh Fernando Group 1llyas

10.3 : Seven vacancies continue to exist in five Development Councils due to
vacation of office by sevenr Members of Parliament who were ex-officio Members of
such Councils.

In respect of the Ratnapura Development Council, His Excellency the President
was informed under section 16(2) to fill the vacancy where the Secretary,
Communist, Party failed to respond to an intimation of the Commissioner under
section 16(2). Filling of other vacancies were delayed due tc a dispute in the Sri
Lanka Freedem Party. Subsequently with the decision given under section 10(1) of’
the Presidential Elections Act. Nc. 15 of 1981, the Secretary of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party was informed to make fresh Nominations. to fill these vacancies. Nominations
are awaited.

11. Staff

bonsequent. to Mr. M. A. Piyasckera, going on leave prior {o retirement, Mr. L. A.
G. Jayasekera was appointed Acting Commissioner on 10.02.1982, until further
orders. In succession to Mr. M. A. Piyasekera. Mr. S. M. L. Marikar was appointed
Commissioner of Elections on 25.03.1982 and due to his going on leave, Mr. L. A. G.
Jayasekera was appointed as Acting Commissioner with effect from 26.03.1982.

Subsequently on 04.05.1982, Mr. R. K. Chandrananda de Silva was appointed
Commissioner of Elections.

Mr. W. Jayamahs, Deputy Commissioner of Elections assumed duties as Director
of Establishments on 01.06.1982. Mr. K. N. W. Abeysckera, assumed duties as
Deputy Commissioner of Elections on 01.06.1982. Mr. L. A. G. Jayasekera, Deputy
Commissioner, went on leave prior to retirement on 28.06.1982.
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Action was filed against the Commissioner for failing to take Notice of a letter
sent by the Secretary, Sri Lanka Freedom Party removing Mr. Sumathipala Jaya-
wardena from the Colombo Municipal Council due to the cessation of membership
of the Party. Subsequently, at an inquiry held by the Department, Mr. Jayawardena
himself admitted that he had ceased to be a Member of the Party. Consequent to
thisinquiry he was gazetted as having vacated Membership of the Sri Lanka
Freedom Party.

9.3 : Registration of Political Parties.—In response to a Notice under section
27A (3) of the Local Authorities Elections Ordinance. published on 15.11.82, 17
Political Parties applied for recognition. but none obtained recognition

10. Development Councils Elections Act, No. 20 of 1981
10.1 : No Elections were held during this year.
10.2 : Following vacancies were filled during this period :

Name of Name of the Member Political Cause of New Member
Development who vacated Party vaAcancy
Council
Mullaitiva .. Mr. Kasippillai Thambapilllai T.U.L.F. .. Resignation Mr. Joseph Francis
Xavier Jayaseelam
Puttalam .. Mr. Warnakulasuriys Ichcham- Independent Resignation Mr. Tdroos Mohamed
pullige Hugh Fernando Group Illyas

10.3 : Seven vacancies continue to exist in five Development Councils due to
vacation of office by sever Members of Parliament who were ex-officio Members of
such Councils.

In respect of the Ratnapura Development Council. His Excellency the President
was informed under section 16(2) to fill the vacancy where the Secretary,
Communist Party failed to respond to an intimation of the Commissioner under
section 16(2). Filling of other vacancies were delayed due tc a dispute in the Sri
Lanka Freedem Party. Subsequently with the decision given under section 10(1) of’
the Presidential Elections Act. Nc. 15 of 1981, the Secretary of the Sri Lanka Freedom
Party was informed to make fresh Nominations. to fill these vacancies. Nominations
are awaited.

11. Staff

bonsequem. to Mr. M. A. Piyasckera, going on leave prior to retivement, Mr. L. A.
G. Jayasekera was appointed Acting Commigsioner on 10.02.1982, until further
orders. In succession to Mr. M. A. Piyasekera, Mr. S. M. L. Marikar was appointed
Commissioner of Elections on 25.03.1982 and due to his going on leave, Mr. L. A. G.
Jayasekera was appointed as Acting Commissioner with effect from 26.03.1982.

Subsequently on 04.05.1982, Mr. R. K. Chandrananda de Silva was appointed
Commissioner of Elections.

Mr. W. Jayamaha, Deputy Commissioner of Elections assumed duties as Director
of Establishments on 01.06.1982. Mr. K. N. W. Abeysckera, assumed duties as
Deputy Commissioner of Elections on 01.06.1982. Mr. L. A. G. Jayasekera, Deputy
Commissioner, went on leave prior to retirement on 28.06.1982.
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Statistics

Table No. I — District Figures of the Presidental Election, 1982
Table No. II — District Figures of the Referendum, 1982

Table No. TIT — Number of Electors per Electoral District—1981 Electoral
Register.

Table No. IV — Order under Ariicle 98(8) of the Constitution
Number of Members to be returned per each Electoral
District and the number of names to be included in the
Nomination Paper at the Parliamentary Elections.

R. K. CHANDRANANDA DE SILVA,
Commissioner of Elections.

Colombo, Febrnary 11, 1983.
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Fleectoral District

1—Colombo
2—QGampaha
3—Kalutara

4—Kandy
5—Matale
6—Nuwara Eliya
T—Galle
S—Matara
9—Hambanuota
10—Jaffna
11—Vanni
12—Batticaloa
13—Digamadulia
14 —Trincomalee
15—Kurunegala
16—Puttalam
17—Anuradhapura
18—Polonnaruwa
19—Badulla
20—Moneragala
21—Ratnapura
22—Kegalle

ELECTIONS

TABLE NO. III

Crand Total

Number of Electors per Electoral District 1981 Electoral Register

T'otal No. of
Blectors
972,196
835.265
499.215
564 767
187,276
201,878
512,489
399,888
241,956
493.705
119,093
172,480
204,268
133,646
717,505
267.675
278,594
127,624
280,187
128,558
402,202
406,548

8,145,015
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TABLE 1V

Order under Article 98 (8) of the Constitution

NUMBER OF NAMES 170 BE INCLUDED IN THE NOMINATION PAPER AT THE

Name of Electoral
District

1—Colombo
2—Gampaha
3—Kalutara
4—Kandy
5—Matale
6—Nuwara Eliya
T—Galle
S8—Matara
9—Hambantota

10—Jaffna
11—Vanni
12—Baitticaloa

13—Digamadulls
14—Trincomalee. .
15—Kurunegala, . .
16—Puttalam
17—Anuradhapura
18— Polonnaruwa
19—Badulla
20—DMoneragala . .
21—Ratnapura ..
22— Kegalle 5

PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

Number of M
to be returned
per each Hlectoral
District

21
17
11
12
05
06
11
09
07
11

05
04

06
04
16
07
07
05
08
04
10
10

Nuwmber of Names
to be included
n the Nomination
Paper

28
23
15
16
07
08
15
12
10

15
07
06

08
06
22
10
10
07
11
06
14
14

NUMBER OF MEMBERS 70 BE RETURNED PER EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT AND THE



