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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF ELECTIONS
FOR THE YEAR 1988

1. Introduction

The year 1988 surpassed all exp:ctations for the D:partment when it had to
complete two National Elections and stepped on to another one, over-lapping each
other in arrangements, in addition to the work of a Delimitation Commission which
had to complete its task within & six-week p:riod.

1.1. The Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution provided for the creation of
Provincial Councils in Sri Lanka. This was a new unit of devolution of autho-
rity. With the passage of the Provincial Councils Elections Act, No. 2 of 1988,
the Dupartment geared itself to conduct clections to the Nine Provinces of the
country. These elections were held on a staggered basis spread over four
different dates.

1.2. Article 31(3) of the Constitution stipulated that the clection of & new President
be held not less than one month and not more than two months prior to the
expiry of the term of office of the incumbent President.  With nine days away
for the last Provincial Council Election on 19th November, Nominations for
the Presidential Election were received on 10th November, 1988, and the Poll
was conducted on 19th D.cember, 1988. The new President was declared
elected at 5.38 p.m. on 20th D_cember, 1988.

1.3. The Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution stipulated the appointment
of a Delimitation Commission to carve out the larger Electoral Districts
returning more than 10 Members into two Zones and more than 20 Members
into three Zonmes, each. The Commission which was appointed by His
Excellency the President on 2nd June, 1988, started its work on 6th June, 1988,
at the stage that the Department was busy with the final stages of the election
to the Southern Province Provincial Council on 9th June, 1988. According to
the Fourteenth Amendment, the Commission had to finalise its recommen-
dations within a two-month period. The Report was submitted to His Ex-
cellency the President on 15th July, 1988, carving out one Electoral District
into three Zones and six other Electoral Districts into two Zones each. How-
ever the Fifteenth Amendment passed on 17th December, 1988, vacated the
provision under Article 96A, thus vacating the recommendations as well.

1.4. The Results of the Presidential Election were yet been received in prepa-
ration for the final Declaration of Results late evening, when around 11.00 a.m.
His Excellency the President proclaimed the Dissolution of the Parliament on
20th December, 1988. This Proclamation fixed the period of Nomination as
D:cember 30th, 1988 to January 6th 1989, the date of election as 15th February,
1989, and date of the first meeting of the Parliament as 9th March, 1989.

1.5. The S:lect Committee on Franchise and Elections concluded its sittings on
February 21st, 1988, and the final Report was presented to Parliament on March
8th, 1988. This was followod with several Acts to amend the Constitution and
the Elections Laws.
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1.6. Revision of Electoral Register, 1988 continued to be out of step both due to
problems in the North and East and some parts in the South too, in addition
to the continued work load of Provincial Council Election, Presidential Election
and the Parliamentary General Election.

1.7. Applications for the recognition of Political Parties which was once an year
hitherto, and on which applications were disposed of recognising four new
Political Parties for the year 1988, had to be received again consequent to an
Amendment passed on 16th August, 1988. Conscquent to this provision, new
applications were received. Five Political Parties were recognised from this
set of nineteen new applications.

2. Registration of Electors Act, No. 44 of 1980

2.1. Revision of Electoral Registers—1987

2.1.1. The preparation of the Electoral Register 1987, which commencad on
June Ist, 1987 was completed in early 1988 and the Register was certified on
May 5th, 1988. Inquiries into Claims and Objections were complcted
towards February, 1988. There was 2 total of 4,400 Claims for all the
Electorel Districts of which 2,683 were allowed and 1,717 were disallowed.
Number of Objections were limited to 135 of which 59 were upheld and 76
were rejected.  Table Iindicetes the details of Claims and Objections reccived.
The total number of electors reached a figure of 9,374,880 which is 252,613
clectors above the 1986 figure. Table II gives the comparative analysis of
Electors in the 22 Electoral Districts in the years 1986—1987. Table 111
gives the comparative figures 1978—1987. '

2.2. Revision of Electoral Registers—1988

2.2.1. Revision of Registers commenced on June 1, 1988. Field enumeration
was undertaken by a total of 6,845 Grama Seva Niladheris and 150 Special
Enumerators. The work in connection with the election to the Provincial
Councils of the North-Central, North-Western, Uva, Sabaragamuwa, Western
and Central Provinces affected the revision work. The Government Printer
found it impossible to cater with the necessary forms in respect of all these
areas. In addition, it was not possible to undertake a house to house enu-
meration, on the eve of an election. In addition the resistance to the Provin-
cial Councils Elections in some areas, pleced the enumeration at a tremendous
disadvantage sometimes placing the lives of the enumerators at stake.
Although the number of Grama Seva Niladharis was quite ample to
undertake this work on schedule, the unusual setting of an election disturbed
and delayed the work. Field enumeration in the North and the East was
disturbed to a very large extent and some areas had to be abandoned. In
the North and the East the normal field enumeration could be completed -
only in some parts. ‘

2.2.2. Exhibition of ““ A and ** B ™ Lists, was to have been done in the month
of November ,1988. Although the delay caused at the commencement of
the revision by the Provincial Councils Elections could be recovered, yet the



CiviL) ELECTIONS Y3

commencement of ths Presidential Elsction work in October, 1988, placed it
beyond continuation in the later part. As a result, the exhibition of “ A"
and “B" Lists which are now nearly complete, is due to be done in the
month of January, 1989. This will b> undertaken inspite of the commitments
of the Parliamentary G:neral Election—1989.

2.2.3. Preparation of analytical data on the Lists have therefore got delayed.
Consequent to this delay analysis of details on the participation of Political
Parties in the fizld enumeration, the submission of National Identity Cards
by Electors, the classification of houscholds by numbers of names, response
on the seventh column, and inquiries into sp2cial complaints on repztition of
names, have all baen h=ld back until after the Parliamentary General Election
in February, 1989.

3. Extracts of Electoral Registers

There is a continuous demand for the issue of Extracts of Electoral Registers.
Though the demand for Extracts for school admissions has now faded out, the
demand from applicants for jobs, has continued to increase. As a result of the
irregularity in attendance at Kachcheries in the North and the East a large number
of applicants flocked to the H:ad Office to obtain these Extracts directly from
Colombo, Inspite of the pressure of work in connection with the Presidential
_ Election, three to four hundred applicants poured into our District Offices on each
day with applications for Extracts. It became so impossible to cope with the pressure
of work, specially the demand from the Ministries of Education and Health that
we had to issue an interim letter until the Extract was issued, after elections.

4. General Elections to the Provincial Councils—1988

4.1. A new Chapter XVII(A) was incorporated into the Constitution by the
Thirteenth Amendment certified on 14th November, 1987. This Chapter made
-ovision for the establishment of Provincial Councils in Sri Lanka. According
to the Eighth Schedule, Nine Provincial Councils were created for the nine
Provinces. Ninth Schedule provided for three lists of subjects and functions,
namely the Provincial Council List, the Reserved List and the Concurrent List.
Provincial Councils Act, No. 42 of 1987 provided for the names, membership,
conduct of meetings etc. of the Councils. The Provincial Councils Elections.
Act, No. 2 of 1988 provided for the procedure of elections for these Councils.
Election is based on Proportional Representation. Election for each Couneil
was a one-day Poll but the Nominations and return of Candidates are based
on individual Districts. There is provision for the award of bonus seats on a
Provincial basis.

42. The Directive of His Excellency the President under section 10, was issued
in respzct of the Nine Provinces on February 12th, 1988. Subsequently under
the Public S:curity O-dinance, Nominations were postponed in respect of
Western, Central, Southern, Nothern and Eastern Provinces vide Gazette
Extraordinary No. 495/6 of 29.01.1938. N)minations ware received in respect
of the four Councils of North-Central, North-Western, Uva and Sabaragamuwa
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between March 2nd, 1988 and March 9th, 1988. Tie Poll was conducted on
28th April, 1988. Nominations in respect of the Western, Central and Southern
Provinces ware received between April 14th, 1988 and April 21st, 1988 and the
election was fixed for June 2nd, 1988. Subsequently, the date of Poll for the
Southern Province was postponed to June 9th, 1988.

4.3. Conduct of these Elections in some Districts was affected by violence. This
was evident in some Districts of the Southern Province, more than in other
areas. The rate of Poll was maintained between 42.57% and 7.97% amongst
the Districts. Lowest recorded rate was in Hambantota District with 7.97 %.

4.4. His Exczllency the President issued an Order under section 37(1) of the
Provincial Councils Act, which merged the two Provinces of the Northern and
Eastern areas into one Provincial Council. Directive of His Excellency the Presi-
dentundersection 10 for the conduct of the election was in respzct of the merged
Council. Nominations were reczived between October 3rd, 1988 and October
10th, 1988. The five Districtsof the Northern Province returned uncontested two
Political Parties, while in the Eastern Province three Political Parties contestep
in two Districts and only two Parties entered the contest in the other District.

4.5. The Election in the three Districts of the Eastern Province was conducted
on 19.11.1988, just 10 days after the Presidential Nominations were received.
These Kachcheries were non-functional at these elections. The entire staff to
conduct the Poll and Counts were supplied from Colombo. Supply and packe-
ting of all material requirements for the election were handled in Colombo.
The conduct of the Poll under such peculiar conditions, cast a very heavy burden
on the Staff in Colombo, who in any event were fully occupied with the arrange-
ments for the Presidential Election. Please see Table XIV for the Results of
the Elections to the Provincial Councils.

5. Presidential Election—1988

5.1. Order under section 2 of the Presidential Elections Act was issued on 21st
October, 1988. Nominations were scheduled to be reczived batween 9.00 a.m.
to 11.00 a.m. on November 10th, 1988 at the Town Hall of the Colombo
Municipal Council. Deposits closed at 12 noon on 9th November, 1988. At
the close of Nominations the followingthree Candidates had entered the

contest—
Mr. Oswin Abzygunasekera .. SLMP. Symbsl Eye
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike .. SLFP. Symbol Hand
Mr. R. Premadasa .. UNP. Symbol Elephant

5.2. The Poll at this election was held on D:xcember 19th, 1988, inspite of wide
speculation that due to the growing incidents of violence the Poll would not be
conducted. From the date of Nominations to the date of Poll, not more than
four out of the 25 Kachcheries functioned in the normal manner. Some of them
worked in spells of partial or total closure. In some of the Districts there was
total power failure. Transport system collapsed in many Districts. District
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administration in three Districts were taken over by Military Co-ordinating
Offizers. Finally with a vast array of last minute adjustments, the Poll was
conducted in 8,022 Polling Stations out of a total of 8,072 Polling Stations. In
respzct of 50 Polling Stations in Moneragala District, there was total obstruction
to the conduct of the Poll. One Polling Station had to be abandoned due to
continuous attack. Two officers on duty died of gun-shot injuries and blasts
along with two drivers at this election. Several Police and Sccurity men also
died consequent to attacks.

5.3. The total polled was 55.32%. out of 9,374,880 clectors of the country. The
rate of Poll in the Districts varied batween 79.96% in Nuwara Eliya District
to 17.01% in Moneragala District.

5.4. Counting of votes took place at 295 Centres mostly around the District
Kachcheries. The two counts of Bibile and S:ruwila Polling D.visions could
not commence until next morning because 3 to 4 ballot boxes of these areas had,
to b air-lifted to the Counting Centres only on the morning of D:cember 20th
1938. Except these two Centres the Counts were completed in all other areas
by late morning on 20th D:cember. Release of results after computer entries
may have taken an extra-time.

5.5. The Centre for the D.claration of Results established at the Town Hall of the
Colombo Municipal Council reczived the District results from 9.30 p.m. on 19th
D.cembsr to 4.43 p.m. on 20th D cember, 1938. A group of Scnior Public
Sarvants assisted in the collection of Results. The CINTEC helped the Commis
sioner of Elections with the computation of results at this Centre, The
numb.r of valid votes received by each Candidate is given below—

Mr. R. Premadasa S TONP T AR TR
Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike .. SLFP. .. 2289860
Mr. Oswin Abeygunasckera vy SRR N 235,719
No. of Valid Votes ‘e as 5,094,778
N>. of Rejected Votes 32 9],445

Total polled .. 5,186,223

5.6. In view of the failure to poll in some arcas the Commissioner of Elections
invited the Agents of the three Candidates to meet &t 3.30 p.m. on 20th D .cember,
1988 at the Town Hall of the Colombo Municipal Council. Mr. Ranjan
Wijeratne of the United National Party and Dz, Mickie Ratwatte of the Sri.
Lanka Freedom Party were present. Mr. Y. P. de Silva had not arrived at 3.30
p.m. The Commissioner of Elections gave details of the number of votes
reczived by each Candidate other than in respect of S:ruwila Polling Division
which was yet to come and the number of registered voters in the areas that
failed to poll. He explained that the number that would have polled in these
areas could not make any difference to the inter-relationship of the Candidates.
Th: two Ag:nts present at the meeting accepted this position. The Commis-
sioner of Elections informad them that he would annual the polls and decide
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not to re-poll in these areas bxcause it would not make any diff:rence to the
result and that he would proczed to declare the result. Mr. Y. P. de Silva
arrived shortly thereafter and he was briefed with these details. He agreed that
there would not be any diff:rence to the inter-relationship of the Candidates.
Mezanwhile by 4.43 p.m. the result of Seruwila Polling Division had arrived and
it was immediately entered in the final count of votes.

5.7. Declaration under Section 56

At this stage around 5.38 p.m. the Commissioner of Elections was ready to
announce the results live on the Radio and the Rupavahini, First of all he
thanked the Staff, Police, S:curity Forces, Candidates and their Agents and the
voters who inspite of such trying circumstances had co-opzrated in concluding
the Election. Then he explained the discussion with Agents of Candidates on
the annulment of Poll and the background in which he decided to declare the
Results.  On the basis of these figures, the Commissioner made the following
declaration of Result at 5.38 p.m. on December 20th, 1988 and declared the Hon.
R. Premadasa, Prime Minister in office and Candidate of the United National
Party, duly elected President under Section 56 of the Presidential Elections Act
No. 15 of 1981 at the election held on Docember 19th, 1988.

*‘ Results of the Presidential Election held on 19th D_cember, 1988—

1. Mr. R. Premadasa .. United National Party .o 2,569,199
2. Mrs. Sirimavo Bandaranaike .. Sri Lanka Freedom Party .. 2,289,860
3. Mr. Oswin Abeygunasckera .. Sri L'mka Mihajana Party .. 235719
Number of Valid Votes 5 5 .. 5,094,778
Number of Valid Votes equal to one-half o 2,547,389

Candidate who polled more than one-half of this number of Valld
Votes—M:. R. Premadasa

Number of Valid Votes received by that Candidate over and above

such one-half of the Valid Votes e 21,810

Percentage of the Valid Votes Polled by that Cﬂndldatc .. 5043%

Accordingly, I hereby declare Mr. Ranasinghe Premadasa, who has obtained 21,810
more valid votes than 2,547,389 which amounts to one-half of the number of valid
votes and thereby receiving 50.43 % of the valid votes cast at this election held on 19th
December, 1988, duly elected to the Office of President of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka in terms of section 56 of the Presidential Elections Act, No. 15
of 1981."

R. K. CHANDRANANDA D¢ SiLva,
Commissioner of Elections.
Colombo,
20th, D_cember 1988.
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6. Recognition of Political Parties

6.1. Applications were invited under section 7 of the Parliamentary Elections Act
by way of a Notice published in N_wspapers on June 7th, 1988. Nine (9) Appli-
cations were received of which the following were recognised :—

E ‘lam People’s Revolutionary Liberation Front .. Flower
The Liberal Party i - .. Book

Sri Lanka Muslim Congress o .. Tree
Uhaited Socialist Alliance e .. Clay Lamp

United Socialist Alliance is a new Party comprising of three Political Parties
which are already recognised. They are the Lanka Sama Samaja Party,
Communist Party of Sri Lanka and Sri Lanka Mahajana Party. The Nava
Sama Samaja Party joined them as a Constituent Party later in the year.

6.2. Developments in the North and East consequent to the Indo-Sri Lanka
Accord and the establishment of Provincial Councils led to a further expression
of a desire on the part of some militant groups to enter the main stream of
politics. In fact the elections to the Northern and Eastern Provinces Provincial
Council were yet awaited. The participation of these groups as Political Parties
in such an election was now denied, because the pariod for making applications
has lapsad according to the Notice published on January 7th, 1988,

It was therefore decided to relax this time stipulation to permit new appli-
cations. With the Amendment Act, No. 29 of 1988 certified on 16th August,
1988, new applications could be entertained any day other than after the Notice
of an election is issued until its conclusion or during a period of six months once
an application is rejected.

6.3. In response to this relaxation, nincteen (19) applications were received just
prior to the issue of Notice of the election to the Provincial Councils. Of these
applications, the following were recognised :—

(1) D:sha Vimukthi Janatha Party .. Ear of Paddy
(2) E:lam National D .mocratic Libzeration Front .. Bull

(3) Muslim United Liberation Front .. Horse

(4) Democratic People's Liberation Front .. Anchor

(5) Thamil Ezlam Liberation Organization .. Ship

6.4. Subsequently the Revolutionary Communist League has made an application
under Article 126 on fundamental rights alleging that they were discriminated
in the matter of recognition, when compared with the five Parties that wers
8iven recognition. The application is now bzfore the Supreme Court.




Y8 SrI LANKA ADMINISTRATION, REPORTS 1988 |PART I—

7. Vacancies in Parliament

7.1. Oa 01.01.1988 the following Parliamentary Electoral Districts remained
vacant and they continue to bz so until the Dissolution of the Parliament on 20th
Dacember, 1988. Elections to these Districts were postponed under the Public
Security Ordinance.

84—Trincomalee 88—Jaffna
92—Vavuniya 89—Kilinochchi
82—Manipay 90—Mannar
79—Kayts 91—Muallaitiva
80—Vadukkodai 98—Paddiruppu
81—Kankesanthurai 85—Point Pedro
84—U idupiddy 83—Kopay
86—Chavakachcheri 25—Homagama
87—Nallur

7.2. During the year under review, vacancies occured in the Electoral Districts of
Rambukkana, Udunuwara, Gampola, Hiniduma, Kurunegala, Ruwanwella,
Habaraduwa, B:ruwela, Anuradhepura East, Bulathsinhala, Kuliyapitiya,
Seruwila, Yapahuwa, Katugampola, Welimada, K=kirawa and Ratnapura.

7.3. Five of these vacancics were filled through Parliamentary By-Elections held
on 14.07.88 and 29.07.88 respectively. Please sxe Table IV for detailed results.
The rate of Poll in Electoral District No. 123 Horowpotana witha Poll of 13.829
is the lowest on record for a Parliamentary-By-Election. Apart from its low
poll, it will also go'down in history as the last Parliamentary-By-Election in this
country.

7.4. The other vacancies were filled by nominations under Article 161(d) (iii).
Please see Table V for details.

1.5. Filling of the vacancy in Electoral District No. 32 Bulathsinhala created
another situation. The S:cretary-G:neral of Parliament informed the Commis-
sioner of Elections that a vacancy had occurred consequent to the resignation
of the Mamber concerned on 22nd S:ptember, 1988. Tae Commissioner of
Elections made simultancous inquiries from the two Recognised Political Parties
to which he could claim to have most proximately b:longed, regarding his
M :mb:rship in the respactive Political Parties. On a determination made by
the Commissioner of Elections following the 8 year old precedent in the D part-
ment, subsequent to CA/Application No. 595/80 (Pottuvil Case), noticed one
such Party to make a nomination to fill the vacancy. The other Political Party
was kept informed about this decision. Two days later, he made the appoint-
ment to fill this vacancy, and informad the S:cretary-General of Parliament.
There was no attempt made by anyone to challenge this determination of the
Commissioner of Elections and canvass it in a Court of Law as it then happned
in CA. Application No. 596/80 (Pottuvil Case) in 1980. On the same day that
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this appointment was conveyed to the Secretary-General, there had been a
Resolution of the Parliament which treated the M:mbar concerned as having
" ceased to be @ M:mber from the date of the Resolution,” thereby a vacancy
occuring in the same seat. This in effect meant that a seat in Parliament
which by S:cretary-General's own  letter of 22nd September, 1988 had
fallen vacant consequent to a resignation of a Member, was again treated as
having become vacant upon the Mamber, being treated as having * ceased to
be a Member.” This created a deadlock.

7.6. The Commissioner of Elections is the authority vested with the responsibility
to make a determination under Article 161 (d) (iii) on a matter of this nature. In
order to bz of assistance to resolve this deadlock, the Attorncy-General requested
the Commissioner of Elections for details of this cyrrespondence and background
information. Details of correspondence and the 8 year old precedent followed
by the D:partment were furnished. But bafore these details could reach him,
the Attorney-Gneral informed the Parliament that the decision of the Commis-
sioner of Elections is ** bad in law.”

7.7. When an official is Vested with certain powers under the Constitution or any
law, to make a determination, unless otherwise provided for, any determination
can be rescinded, altered or amended only by a Compatent Court of Law.
Short of an action to canvass such decision in a8 Court of Law, it is deemed to
be incorrect on the part of anyone to make 2 pronouncement on such decision
and it is still more incorrect to consider that any such pronouncement has any
conclusive and binding effect.

8. Dissolution of Parliament

8.1. His Exczllency the President dissolved the Parliament on 20th December
1938, At the time of dissolution the results of the Presidential Election 1988
held on 19th December, 1938, were yet been received. There were 18 vacancies
in the Parliament at the time of the Dissolution.

8.2. Proclamation of Dissolution specified, December 30th, 1988 to January 6th,
1989 as the period of Nomination and February 15th, 1989 as the date of the
Parliamentary Poll. The new Parliament is scheduled to meet on 09th March,
1989. )

8.3. Consequent to the Proclamation, the elections machinery stepped on to the
Parliamentary General Election, while yet in'the process of collecting the results
of the Presidential Election held on December 19th, 1988.

9. Parliamentary General Election—15.02.1989

9.1. Exhibition of Electoral Registers for the benifit of displaced voters commenced
with the issue of the Proclamation. A period of one week was considered
in2dequate and by a Public Notice it has now bzen extended to 15th January,
1989.
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9.2. Exhibition of Electoral Registers for the benefit of postal voters commenced
on 27th and is due to close on January 3rd, 1989.

0.3. Conference of Returning Offiz2rs and Assistant Commissioners of Electiony
was held on 27th D_cembar, 1988 to discuss arrangements for the Parliamentary
Gneral Election.

9.4. Arrangements for the receipt of Nominations have been finalised in 22
District Kichcherics. Nomination Centres were open from D:cember 30th,
1988.

10. Referendwm in the Eastern Province

Under section 37 of the Provincial Councils Act, No.42 of 1987 the Referendum
in the Eastsrn Provinceto make a determination on the merger between the Northern
and Eastern Provinces, has bzen fixad for D:cemb.r 31st, 1938 vide an Order issued
by His Exc:llency the President in Gazette Extraordinary No. 538/8 dated 28.12.88.
By a subsequent Order issued under Szction 37(2) () this date has now been post-
poned to July Sth, 1989, vide Gazette Extraordinary No. 538/9 of 29.12.1988.

11. Vacancies in Provincial Councils

Provincial Councils were established with the elections held to the Provinces of
the North-Central, North-Western, Uva and Sabaragamuwa on 28th April, 1988,
Western and Central on 2nd June, 1988, Southern on 9th June, 1988 and the merged
Northern and Eastern Provinces on 19th November, 1988. Vacancies occurred in
these Councils both due to deaths and resignations. Upto the end of 1988, 05
vacancies have occurred consequent to deaths of Mamb:rs and 05 vacancies have
occurred consequent to resignations. Please see Table VI for details

12. Vacancies in Development Councils

D :velopment Councils were established with the elections held in 1981.  During
the course of this year 1 vacancy occurred due to death and 09 due to resignations.
Please see Table VII for details.

13. Vacancies in Local Authorities

Local Authorities comprise the Municipal and Urban Councils and Pradeshecya
Sabhas. Resignations have created 07 vacancies in Municipal Councils, 21 in
U.ban Councils and 138 in Pradesheeya Sabhas. D.aths have resulted in 04 vacan-
cies in Manicipal Councils, 02 in Urban Councils and 06 in Pradesheeya Sabhas.
Please see Tables VIII, IX and X for details.

14. Select Committee on Franchise and Elections

14.1. The Select Committee on Franchise and Elections appointed on July 8th,
1983 commenced sittings on September 20th, 1983. Committee held 33 Sittings
before the Final Report was submitted on March 8th, 1988. The Committee
also presented two Interim Reports on August 7th, 1984 and March 22nd, 1985

respactively.
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142. The Commissioner of Elections who attended all the Meetings of this
Committee, submitted the following Reports at the request of the Committee
including his Reports on the Presidential Election and the Referendum held
in 1982—

(1) Report on the First Presidential Election in Sri Lanka held on 20.10.82-
(2) Report on the First Referendum in Sri Lanka held on 22.12.82,

(3) Memorandum dated October 4th, 1983.

(4) Summary of Representations dated December 29th, 1983,

(5) Some Proposals on the P. R. dated April 6th, 1984,

(6) Electoral Systems FRG dated April 26th, 1984,

(7) Ceylon (Parliamentary Elections) Order in Council, 1946, Proposed
Amendments dated June 12th, 1984,

(8) Intreduction of the National Identity Card in the Election Procedure dated
December 18th, 1984,

(9) Proposed P. R. ballot paper some issues and alternative Proposals dated
October 31st 1985.

(10) Note on Political Broadcasts during Elections dated May 28th, 1986.
(1) * Fece™ to P.R. Combined Elective Principle—Some Systems and
Observations dated October 14th, 1986.
(12) Draft Proposal on Political Broadcasts and Observations of Seven Recog®
nized Political Parties dated December 29th, 1986,
(13) Draft Report dated July 3rd, 1987,
(14) Final Report dated February 26th, 1988,

14.3 . Subsequent to the fina] Report of the Select Committee, the Constituticn
and the Elections Laws were amended,

15. Delimitation Commission—1988
15.1. Article 96A in the Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution provided for
the appointment of a Dzlimitation Commission within two weeks of the certi-
fication of the Bill. His Excellency the President appointed this Delimitation
Commission on June 2nd, 1988, The terms of reference were as follows :—
(i) To carve out into not more than 3 zones cach those Electoral Districts
which have to return more than 20 Members ;
(i) To carVe out into not more than 2 Zones each those Electoral Districts
which return more than 10 members ;
(iii) To ensure better representation to any racial, religious or any other like
minorities ; and
(iv) To submit the Report within two months of its appointment,

15.2. The Commission comprised Mr. Heevi Rodrigo Chairman, Mr. M.
Sivanathan, Member and Dr. A. M. M. Sahabdeen, Member. Mr. R, K.
Chandrananda de Silva, Commissioner of Elections and Mr. N. C. Senevi-
ratne, Deputy Surveyor-General, were appointed as the Secretary and the
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Assistant Secretary, respectively to the Delimitation Commission. The Commi-
ssion had its sittings at No. 2, Cambridge Terrace, Colombo 7, the Office of the
Commissioner. It had 14 Sittings commencing on June 6th, 1988 and the last
sitting was held on July, 4th, 1988. It reccived 202 written memoranda and 37
oral submissions. The Report of the Delimitation Commission was handed
over to His Excellency the President on July 15th, 1988,

15.3. This Delimitation Commission recommended that the Electoral District of
Colombo be carved out into 3 Zones and the Electoral Districts of Gampaha,
Kalutara, Kandy, Galle, Jaffna and Kurunegala into 2 Zones each.

15.4. His Excellency the President proclaimed these recommendations in Gazette
Extraordinay No. 516/8 dated July 27th, 1988. The Commissioner of Elections
followad it with the necessary order under Article 98(8) read with Article 97 in
Gazette Extraordinary No. 527/5 dated October 11th, 1988.

15.5. However, the the Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution vacated the
provisions on the appointment of the D limitation Commission under Article
96A. Consequent to this Amendment, the 22 Electoral Districts continued to
remain as they were under the original provision.

16.  Order under Article 98(8)

Subsequent to the Fiftecenth Amendment to the Constitution and the vacation of
the Dilimitation Commission 1988, Order under Article 98(8) was published in
Gazette Extraordinary No. 537/1A of Dacember 19th, 1988. Table XI shows
the number of M:mbers to be returned to each of the 22 Electoral Districts. There
is an increase of one M:mber in Badulla Electoral District as against a drop of one
in the Colombo Electoral District.

17. Staff
17.1.  Transfers

After serving the Department for more than 3 years as Assistant Commissioner
of Elections, Jaffna, Mr. S. S. Daarmapalan left the Department on 9.3.88 to
assume duties as the Government Agent, Mannar District. Period of his
service in the Department is recorded with appreciation.

Mr. M. C. Arunthavachelvam, Class II-I, of the Sri Lanka Administrative
Service assumed duties as Assistant Commissioner of Elections, Jaffna with
effect from 01.03.88.

17.2. Retirement

Mr. C. E. Jeevaratnam, G. C. S.—Supra Grade—Acting Assistant Commis-
sioner of Elections, Batticaloa, retired from Public Service with effect from
19.04.88. Mr. Jeevaratnam left the D:partment after a 20 year period of
loyal and devoted service to the Department,
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17.3. Deaths :

The sudden death of Mr. H. D. B. Siriwardhana, Chief Clerk, Elections
Office, Anuradhapura, on 26.03.88 is recorded with decp regret.

Mr. Siriwardhana scrved the Department with much dedication and loyalty
for a pericd of 17 years.

18. Legislation during the year
(1) Fourteenth Amendment to the Constitution certified on 24.05.1988,
(2) Fifteenth Amendment to the Constitution certificd on 17.12.88.
(3) Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Act No. 15 of 1988.
(4) Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Act No. 29 of 1988,
(5) Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Act No. 54 of 1988,
(6) Presidential Elections (Amwendment) Act No. 16 of 1988,
(7) Referendum (Amendment) Act No. 17 of 1988.
(8) Elections (Special Provisions) Act No. 35 of 1988,

R. K. CHANDRANANDA DE SiLva,
Commissioner of Elections,

Office of the Commissioner of Elections,
2, Cambridge Terrace,

Colombo 7,

2nd January, 1989,
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STATISTICAL TABLE

Claims and Objections—Revision of Electoral Registers—1987.

Comparative Statement showing the Number of Registered Electors—
1986—1987.

Comparative Statement of the Number of Electors in the Polling Divisions
(Old Electorates)—I1978—1987.

Vacancies in the Parliament—1988.

Filling of Vacancies in the Membership of Parliament by Nominations
under Article 161(d) (iii) of the Constitution.

Vacancies in Provincial Councils—I1988.

Vacancies in Development Councils—1988.

Vacancies in Pradeshiya Sabhas—1988.

Vacancies in Municipal Councils—1988.

Vacancies in Urban Councils— 1988.

Order under Article 98(8) of the Constitution.

Election Petitions.

Deteailed Results of the Parliamentary By-Elections—1988.
Results of the Elections to Provincial Councils—1988.
Detailed Results of the Presidential Election--1988.



Civir] ELECTIONS Y 15
TABLE 1
CLATMS AND OBJECTIONS
REVISION OF ELECTORAL REGISTERS—1987

Electoral Number of Number of Number of Number of

District. Claims Claims Objections Objections
Received Allowed Received Upheld
1. Colombo 1,041 . 804 20 07
2. Gampaha . 218 151 oo 01 -—
3. Kalutara 9 60 .. 06 04
4. Mahanuwara 629 .o 291 13 02
S. Matale 114 . 61 17 07
6. Nuwara-Eliya 338 oo 236 . 05 —
7. Galle .o 205 114 17 06
8. Matara 171 88 04 02
9. Hambantota 85 41 03 02
10. Jaffna — o — —
11. Vanni . — _ —_ —
12. Batticaloa . — — —_ =
13. Digamadulla 126 75 — S
14. Trincomalee - — — —
15. Kurunegala 3N .. 159 20 07
16. Puttalam 71 32. 12 12
17. Anuradhapura 74 &b 30 06 06
18. Polonnaruwa 35 19 — -
19. Badulla 122 70 02 02
20. Moneragala 53 28 -— —
21. Ratnapura 485 307 07 01
22, Kegalle 166 17 02 01
Total 4,400 2,683 135 59

2—D 004280
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TABLE 1l
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED
ELECTORS-1986-1987

A L'Iccm;al District Total Number Total Number
of Electors of Electors
1986 1987

1. Colombo .. Sa 1,060,813 1,088,640
2. Gampaha .. a 943,343 969,634
3. Kalutara .. s 554,855 .. 570,194
4. Mahanuwara .. b 612,723 628,373
5. Matale A o 211,351 214,939
6. Nuwara-Eliya .. 3 220,675 .. 229,510
7. Galle .. . 560,709 571,109
8. Matara . & 443,821 451,926
9. Hambantota .. % 284948 .. 295,181
10. Jafina ¥ os 580,798 .. 591,074
11. Vanni i oo 135,065 141,445
12. Batticaloa ., % 209,926 .. 217,276
13. Digsmadulla ke 255,783 265,951
14. Trincomalee .. e 149916 .. 152,289
15. Kurunegala ., 762,468 .. 784,989
16. Puttalam ., £, 308,215 .. 318,755
17. Anuradhapura . 324,317 .. 334,063
18. Polonnaruwa .. o 159,265 .. 163,745
19. Badulla o3 os 319,127 .. 329,464
20. Moneragala ., - 153477 .. 161,927
21. Ratnapura ., be 47426 .. 457,225
22, Kegalle ve Se 423246 .. 437,171
Grand Total . 9,122,267 9,374,880
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TABLE XI

ORDER UNDER ARTICLE 98(8) OF THE CONSTITUTION

Number of Members which each Electoral District is entitled to return at the
Parliamentary Elections

Y 55

Number of Members
Name of Blectoral District which such

Elecroral District is
entitled to return

1. Colombo .. 20

2. Gampaha 17

3. Kalutara .. 11

4. Mahanuwara 12

5. Matale 05

6. Nuwara Eliya 06

7. Galle 11

8. Matara 09

9. Hambantota 07

10. Jaffna 11

11, Vanpni 05

12. Batticaloa 05

13. Digamadulla 06

14. Trincomalee 04

15. Kurunegala 15

16. Puttalam .. 07

17. Anuradhapura 08

18. Polonnaruwa 05

19. Badulla .. 08

20. Moneragala 05

21. Ratnapura 10

22. Kegalle .. 09

TABLE XII

ELECTION PETITIONS

Nmﬂdelk No. of the

Electoral District Election Present Position
Petrition
69 — Hakmana 2/1983 Appez! to Supreme Court against the deci-
sion of the Court of Appeal is to belisted
for hearing.
75 — Mulkirigala 2/1985 Appeal to Supreme Court against the deci-

sion of the Court of Appeal on prelimi-

nary objections is to be listed for hearing.
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