ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF
ELECTIONS FOR THE YEAR 1998

1. Introduction

1.1 Conduct of elections for 17 Local Authorities including one Pradeshiya Sabha
in the Administrative District of Kilinochchi and all Local Authorities in the
Administrative District of Jaffna, preparing for elections in respect of the Uva, Central,
North Central, Western, Sabaragamuwa and North Western Provincial Councils where
the terms of office expired in the current year, revision of electoral registers, filling
vacant posts of members of Parliament, Provincial Councils and of Local Authorities
comprise the main activities performed by the Department of Elections in the year
1998.

1.2. Preparation of the annual electoral registers which commenced with the
enumeration of voters in the month of June 1998, was continued during the course of
the current year. Owing to violence that were prevailed in the electoral district of
Jaffna and in some areas of the electoral districts of the Vanni, Batticaloa and
Trincomalee the enumeration of voters in these areas were disrupted but facilities
were yet available for the electors to register themselves.

1.3. Six seats in Parliament which were vacant in the year 1998 were filled in
terms of the provisions of the Parliamentary Elections Act, No. I of 1981 and four
seats rendered vacant in Provincial Councils other than those in the North and East
Provincial Councils were filled in terms of the Provincial Councils Elections Act,
No. 2 of 1988.

1.4 During the current year, in terms of Article 154 E of the Constitution of the
Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka nominations were called for elections to
the Provincial Councils of the Uva, Central, North Central, Western Sabaragamuwa
and North Western Provinces, of which the terms of office expired this year.

1.5 Since the terms of office of the members of 40 Local Authorities who were
elected at the elections held on 01.03.1994, were extended from 03.04.1998 to
03.04.1999 elections were not held this year in respect of these Local Authorities.
This category of Councils includes 39 Local Authorities in the Administrative Districts
of Batticaloa, Ampara and Trincomalee and the Vavuniya Urban Council in the District
of Vavuniya. Elections in respect of all Local Authorities in the Administrative District
of Jaffna and to the Pachchilaipalli Pradeshiya Sabha in the Administrative District of
Kilinochchi were held on January 29th, 1998.

1.6 During the course of the current year, 26 political parties had submitted
applications for recognition under Section 7 of the Parliamentary Elections Act, No. |
of 1981. Of these, one party received recognition as a political party, Accordingly, the
number of recongnised parties as at the end of this year is 35.

2. Registration of Electors Act, No. 44 of 1980
2.1. Revision of Electoral Registers-1997

While revision which commenced on June Ist, 1997 were completed during
the current year, District Registering Officers has received, during the course
of revision, 19,620 claims for registration and 497 objections for the year
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1997. Of these. 11,914 claims for registration were accepted and 134
objections upheld. Please see Table No. I for details of claime for registration
and of objections.

The 1997 Electoral Register was certified on May 28th, 1998. While the
number of registered voters in this register is 11,619,096, this number reflects
an increase of registered voiers by 195,959 (1.71%) over the year 1996.

Redemarcation of New Polling Districts

Fresh demarcation of polling districts was effected during the current year,
in terms of Section 9 of the Registrstion of Electors Act. No. 44 of 1980, in
consideration of the increases in the number of voters over several years. the
experience gained during the last several elections, representations made by
various political parties and people’s organisations and the changes in the
boundaries of the administrative units related to local administration. Owing
to the fresh demarcation affecting the Electoral Register from the year 1997,
the number of polling divisions increased from 9,338 in 1996, t0 9.535. Hence
on an average there are approximately 1,200 electors per polling district.

Computerisation of Electoral Registers

While the electoral registers of all polling divisions falling within the Colombo
Municipal Council area in the year 1997 were prepared and computerised,
necessary steps have been taken to prepare in the same manner the electoral
registers of the polling divisions of Dehiwala and Ratmalana falling within
the Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia Municipal Council area. A need has arisen (o
develop a package based on the now widespread WINDOWS OPERATING
SYSTEM instead of the GIST package based on the DOS system which had
hitherto been used to computerise the electoral registers, therefore it has not
been possible to complete in 1997 the preparation and computerisation of
the electoral registers of these two polling divisions. The use of computers
in the preparation of electoral registers becomes more meaningful if a more
accurate electoral register is completed during a minimum period of time by
utilising the maximum possible facilities provided by computer technology.
Accordingly confidence may be expressed to the effect that the new Windows
based package on which the preparation of the electoral registers of the two
polling divisions, Dehiwala and Ratmalana, is being now experimented would
in future become a firm foundation upon which the registers of other polling
divisions could be based.

Revision of Electoral Registers - 1998

Revision for the current year commenced on June Ist, 1998. 12,999 Grama
Niladharis and 103 Special Enumerators were engaged for the purpose of
enumerating voters. Special enumerators in addition to the Grama Niladharis
were engaged in the relevant duties only in respect of polling divisions falling
within the Municipal area of Colombo and of Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia. Under
the prevailing conditions it was difficult to distribute the *BC™ forms among
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each and every houschold within the electorate of Jaffna, for the purpose of
obtaining a count of eligible voters, Therefore, necessary facilities were
provided this year as well as last year to enable those who acquire fresh
qualifications as voters but whose names are not included in the present
electoral registers, to obtain special forms from the Grama Niladharis, so
that they may furnish their details and get their names registered under their
relevant householders’ lists. In the same token, necessary action has been
taken to obtain from the Grama Niladharis details of deceased persons whose
names are included in the present electoral registers and to duly delete them
when revisions are effected on this occasion.

Exhibition of “A” and “B” Lists of Names

16,378 claims and 361 objections have been received during the period from
November 4th, 1998 to December Ist, 1998, specified for the purpose of
submitting claims and objections, for the purpose of revision of the Electoral
Registers in 1998. Inquiries into these claims and objections commenced in
December.

Participation of Political Parties

An opportunity was afforded for representatives of recognised political parties
to observe field activities pertaining to the annual enumeration of voters, and
accordingly on 23.04.98 secretaries of recognised political parties were
informed that they may appoint representatives for the purpose and may in
turn so inform District Registering Officers.

With regard to the revision for the year 1998, 06 recognised political parties
appointed 19,126 representatives for this purpose.

Though the representatives of the recongnised political parties are provided
with an opportunity to report shortcomings if any by observing the field
enumeration of voters, satisfactory results could be obtained only if there is
meaningful participation by the party representatives appointed for the
purpose. It political parties as well as the mejority of members of the public
are interested in checking on the registration of names in the Electoral
Registers only during the conduct of an election, the results anticipated by
the participation of political party representatives in the preparation of
electoral lists will not be realised. Please see Table No. IV for details of the
number of representatives appointed by recognised political parties during
the enumeration of electoral registers of the year 1998.

National Identity Cards

Enumerators are encouraged to obtain on the “BC” form, through the Chief
Householder. details of the National Identity Card of every person concerned,
at the time the enumeration is effected. Although details of the National
Identity Cards of those voters not entered in the annual electoral register,
details of the National Identity Cards of persons are useful to the Department
of Elections for further investigations and to eliminate multiple registration
of voters.
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While 68.14% of the total number of voters registered in the year 1997 had
entered the details of their National Identity Cards in the “BC” forms, this
number is increased by 227,940 over that of the previous year.

Please see Table No. VI for details of National Identity Cards submitted
during the Revision of 1997, and the Table No. VII for the details of the
National Identity Cards submitted during the period 1988 to 1997.

2.2.4. Comparison of Voting strength of Electorates

The total number of voters in the year 1997, as compared to that in 1996,
registered an increase by 195,959. This constitutes an annual increase by
1.71%. While the number of voters in the 22 electoral districts increased in
varying proportions, the number of voters in the Batticaloa Electorate alone
decreased by 1,706. In the Jaffna Electorate, where for several years the
number of voters varied only sligthly owing to the acceptance of claims, the
number has increased in 1997 by 26,318. The reason for this increase is that
with the return of the civil administration to normalcy, those who had no
opportunity to have their names entered in the electoral register have availed
themselves of such opportunity now afforded.

2.2.5. Performance of Enumerators

In the year 1998 the total number of emumerators was 13,102. 103 of these
were Special Enumerators. Only 11,008 enumerators submitted their
documents to the District Elections Offices within the stipulated period. 175
Grama Niladharis whose performance in the matter of revising the electoral
register was unsatisfactory have been reported by the Assistant Commissioners
of Elections concerned to the District Secretaries for disciplinary action.

3. Disqualification of Voters

In terms of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
there is no provision to include in the electoral register the names of those who are
convicted of election offences and bribery. In view of intimations regarding convictions
made to this Department by the Judiciary, action was taken to desisit from entering
into the electoral register 3 names of persons convicted for election offences and 42
names of those convicted under Bribery Act. Please see Table No. XVI for details.

4. Extracts of the Electoral Register

While 124,248 extracts of the Electoral Register were issued during the year 1998
revenue to the value of Rs. 2795149.50 was earned on such account. Table No. VIII
reflects comparative details regarding the issues of extracts from 1991 to 1998.

While the issue of these extracts increased by 29% in the year 1996 over the previous
year, the issue of extracts within the Colombo District alone increased by 130%.
during this period. While the number of extracts issued in the year 1998 is 124,248,
This reflects an increase by 72.9% over the year 1997.
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5. Order under Article 98(8) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka

While the notification under Article 98(8) of the Constitution of Sri Lanka was
published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1041/15 of August 21st 1998, details of
the number of representatives that should be elected to the Parliament of Sri Lanka
from the 22 Electoral Districts are at Table No. XIV. Comparative details from 1989
to 1998 are indicated in Table No. XV.

6. Vacancies in the Parliament of Sri Lanka

Six vacancies in the Membership of Parliament occurred during the year 1998.
Please see Table No. IX for details regarding the filling of these vacancies.

7. Provincial Councils
7.1.  Elections to Provincial Councils

Nominations were called for election to the Provincial Councils of Uva,
Central, North Central, Western, Sabaragamuwa and North Western
Provinces, where the term of office of these Councils expired in terms of
Article 154E of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of
Sri Lanka.

Details of the Gazette Notifications pertaining to each Provincial Council
under Section 10 of the Provincial Councils Elections Act. No. 2 of 1988,
and the nomination periods are indicated below :

Provincial Date of Details of the Guzette Nomination Period
Council Expiry of the in which notifications
Term of Office regarding nominations
were published
Uva 06.06.1998 Gazette Extraordinary From 26..06.1998 to
No. 1031/14 of 12.06.1998 03.07.1998
Central 09.06.1998 Gazette Extraordinary From 26.06.1998 to
No. 1031/14 of 12.06.1998 03.07.1998
North Central 13.06.1998 Gazette Extraordinary From 04.07.1998 to
No. 1032/27 of 20.06.1998 11.07.1998
Westemn 17.06.1998 Gazette Extraordinary From 08.07.1998 to
No. 1033/7 of 24.06.1998 15.07.1998
Sabaragamuwa 21.06.1998 Gazette Extraordinary From 08.07.1998 to
No. 103377 of 24.06.1998 15.07.1998
North Western 11.11.1998 Gazette Extraordinary From 01.12.1998 to

No. 1054/8 of 17.11.1998

08.12.1998

¥:
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84 nomination papers handed over by 12 political parties and 11 independent
groups, under each Administrative District in respect of Uva, Central, North
Central, Western and Sabaragamuwa Provincial Councils named above, were
accepted. Accordingly the total number of candidates who entered the contest
was 2,446. There were 225 candidates among them belonged to the
independent groups.

After the conclusion of nominations in respect of the Uva, Central, North
Central, Western and Sabaragamuwa Provincial Councils, the date for the
elections, April 28 th 1998, as published in Notifications in the Gazetles
Extraordinary No. 1036/4, No.1036/5, No. 1036/6, No. 1036/7 and No. 1036/
8 of 15.07.1998, in terms of Section 22 of the Provincial Councils Elections
Act, No. 2 of 1998 was declared to be of no effect by the Notification in
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1039/5 of 04.08.1998 by Order of H.E. the
President in terms of Section 5 of the Public Security Ordinance.

A Provincial Council (Special Provisions) Bill Empowering the
Commissioner of Elections to fix dates for fresh elections to the five Provincial
Councils other than to the North Western Provincial Council, was placed
before the Parliament of Sri Lanka. The Supreme Court, having considered a
petition regarding the Bill under reference determined that it requires a special
majority vote in terms of Article 84(2) of the Constitution of the Democratic
Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka, since Sections 2 and 3 of the proposed Bill
were contrary to Article 12(1) of the Constitution.

While nominations have been accepted from seven recognised political parties
and from four independent groups in respect of the administrative districts
of the North Western Provincial Council, in accordance with the notice of
nomination relevant to the Provincial Council under reference as published
in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1054/8 of 17.11.1998, 446 candidates have
remained in the contest.

In terms of the notifications published under Section 22 of the Provincial
Councils Elections Act, in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1057/9 of 10.12.1998,
elections for the North Western Provincial Council has been fixed for
25.01.1999.

7.2. Northern and Eastern Provinces Provincial Council

The Northern and Eastern Provincial Council which was dissolved in terms of
Section 5(3) of the Provincial Councils (Amendment) Act, No. 27 of 1990 continued
to remain dissolved. The date of nomination in respect of this Council has been
postponed by Order issued under the Public Security Ordinance, published in the
Gazette Extraordinary No. 618/10 of July 11th 1990.

7.3. Vacancies in the membership of the Provincial Councils

The total number of vacancies which occurred in the course of the current year is
four. All the vacancies were filled this year. please see Table No. X for details.
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8. Local Authorities
8.1. Terms of Office of Local Authorities

Local Authorities may be classified into four categories as follows according
to their term of office.

(a) Local Authorities of which the term of office commenced on
15.04.1997.

While the term of office of a total of 238 Local Authorities consisting of 12
Municipal Councils, 31 Urban Councils and 195 Pradeshiya Sabhas in all
Provinces barring the Northern and Eastern Provinces for which elections
were held on 21.03.1997, commenced on 15.04.1997, their term of office is
scheduled to terminate on 14.04.2001.

(b) Local Authorities of which the term of office commenced on
04.04.1994.

Although the term of office of Local Authorities consisting of one Municipal
Council, three Urban Councils and 36 Pradeshiya Sabhas in the Districts of
Batticaloa, Ampara and Trincomalee and the Vavuniya Urban Council in the
District of Vavuniya for which elections had been held on 01.03.1994 were
scheduled to terminate on 03.04.1998, their term of office were extended up
to 03.04.1999 by notification in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1016/5 of
23.02.1998 in terms of Section 5(2)(h) of the Pradeshiya Sabha Act, No. 15
of 1987 and of Section 10(2)(h) of the Urban Councils Ordinance and
Municipal Councils Ordinance.

(¢) Local Authorities of which the term of office commenced on
18.02.1998.

While 17 Local Authorities which include all local authorities in the
Administrative District of Jaffna and the Pachchilaipalli Pradeshiya Sabha
in the District of Kilinochchi for which elections had been held on 29.01.1998
belong to this category, their term of office which commenced on 18.02.1998
are due to expire on 17.02.2002.

(d) Local Authorities of which term of office due to commence on
18.02.1999.

Fourteen Local Authorities which include two Pradeshiya Sabhas in the
Kilinochchi District, four Pradeshiya Sabhas in the Mannar District, four
Pradeshiya Sabhas in the Vavuniya District and four Pradeshiya Sabhas in
the Mulaitivu District, fall into this category. Although notices were published
fixing the period from 26.06.1987 to 03.07.1987 to receive nominations for
the purpose of holding elections on June 12th, 1987 for these Local
Authorities, after they were set up in the year 1987, no nominations for these
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Councils were received. Therefore a second period of nomination
commencing on July 3rd, 1987 was announced, despite which no nominations
were received ; owing to this the commencement of the term of office of
these Local Authorities have up to date been postponed from year to year
under the provisions of the Public Security Ordinance.

Accordingly, the notification under Section 5 of the Public Security Ordinance
which stipulated that the term of office of these Local Authorities should
commence on 18.02.1999 has been published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 1010/4 of 17.01.1998. Please see Table No. XX for the details for dates
on which elections to Local Authorities were last held, and their term of
office.

8.2. Elections to Local Authorities 29.01.1998

8.2.1.

8.2.2.

8.2.3.

Nominations were called on June 12th, 1997 for the conduct of elections
(nomination period being from June 26th, 1987 to July 3rd, 1987) in respect
of one Municipal Council, three Urban Councils and 27 Pradeshiya Sabhas
within the area consisting of the Administrative Districts of Jaffna,
Kilinochchi, Mannar, Vavuniya and Mullaitivu. However, owing to the fact
that no valid nominations for these 31 Local Authorities were received during
the relevant period, a further period commencing on July 3rd, 1987 which
was the last date of the first nomination period was proclaimed as the begining
of a second period of nomination. During the second nomination period too
no valid nominations were received. The commencement of the term of office
of these Local Authorities was postponed year by year in ter,ns of the provision
of the Public Security Ordinance.

Of these 31 Local Authorities, nominations were called on 02.12.1997 by
the Returning Officers concerned, for elections to the total of 16 Local
Authorities in the Jaffna District and to the Pachchilaipalli Pradeshiya Sabha
in the Kilinochchi District. During the nomination period, which was from
16.12.1997 to 23.12.1997 the total number of nomination papers received
by the Returning Officers, in respect of all authorities, was 72. While these
nomination papers were forwarded by five recognised political parties and
two independent groups, nominations for seven Local Authorities submitted
by two of these political parties were rejected by the Returning Officers, but
were subsequently accepted on Court Orders. Please refer Table No. XVII
for the details of the nomination accepted consequent to the order of the
Court of Appeal.

Owing to the break down of the civil administration in the District of Jaffna
over a long period of time, political parties as well as various other quarters
were critically observing the manner in which the orgnisational activities of
the elections were being conducted in respect of the Local Authorities of this
District and the Local Authority, in the Kilinochchi District, from the time
notices were published regarding the conduct of elections in respect of these
authorities. Since owing to the prevailing conditions in these districts it was
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difficult to obtain the assistance of additional staff, and to obtain locally the
necessary requisites in the expected manner or to obtain them speedily from
Colombo, the organisation of the relevant activities involved in the conduct
of election work was rendered cumbersome. However, owing to the special
programme of work prepared by the Department and the fact that all the
Assistant Election Commissioners in the Island and their staff extended timely
and enthusiastic co-operation discharging their election duties in the Jaffna
Elections Office, it was possible to minimise the obstacles in the way of
organising election work. Considering the security situation and the state of
the civil administration that prevailed at the time in these areas, it was
necessary to obtain the special co-operation of the security services, in the
organising election work. It must needs be placed on record that these Services
extended their unstinted support. Although the staff that went from other
districts to the Jaffna District on election duty, as well as officials from that
very district, had to face various difficulties in the discharge of their duties,
the services they rendered in bringing the election to a successfull close despite
all the suffering must indeed be specially appreciated.

The names of recognised Political parties and Independent Groups which
obtained the highest number of votes in respect of three folded Local
Authorities are shown in the Table No. XIX.

Details of the Mayors/Chairmen, Deputy Mayors/Vice Chairmen and
members who were duly elected to these 17 Local Authorities were published
in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1014/16 of 13.02.1998 Please see Table
No. XVIII for details of the members who were elected.

8.3. Vacancies in the membership of Local Authorities

(i) Local Authorities where no elections were held since the establishment
of Pradeshiya Sabhas in 1987 and whose terms of office are due to
commence on 18.02.1999.

No opportunity arose to fill vacancies in these Local Authorities which
are confined to the Northern Province.

(ii) Local Authorities in respect of which elections were held on 01.03.1994
and which the terms of office commenced on 04.04.1994.

All local authorities in the Eastern Province and the Vavuniya Urban
Council fall into this category. Among these are one Municipal Council,
three Urban Councils and thirty six Pradeshiya Sabhas. Although the
terms of office of these Local Authorities were due to expire on
04.04.1998 they have been extended up to 03.04.1999 in terms of the
notification under Section 5(2)(#) of the Pradeshiya Sabha Act. No. 15
of 1987 and Section 10(2)(b) of the Urban Councils Ordinance and
Municipal Councils Ordinance, published in the Gazette Extraordinary
No. 1016/15 of 23.02.1998. Twenty Four vacancies that occurred in
the current year, and three that occurred last year but not filled in that
year, in respect of these Local Authorities have been filled. Four
vacancies that occurred in the current year are yet to be filled.



(iii)

(iv)

SrI LANKA ADMINISTRATION REPORTS, 1998 [PArT I —

Local Authorities in respect of which elections were held on 21.03.97
and of which the terms of office commenced on 15.04.1997.

Local Authorities numbering 238 situated outside the Northern and
Eastern Provinces belong to this category. 86 vacancies occurred in
these Local Authorities during the course of this year. Of these 6 were
in Municipal Councils, 10 in Urban Councils and 70 in Pradeshiya
Sabhas. While out of this vacancies, 81 were filled during this year,
vacancies that had occurred in the previous year in a Pradeshiya Sabha
but not filled in that year, too, were filled in the course of the current
year. Five vacancies that occurred this year are yet to be filled.

Local Authorities in respect of which elections were held on 29.01.1998
and of which the terms of office commenced on 18.02.1998.

While the Local Authorities in the Jaffna District and the Pachchilaipalli
Pradeshiya Sabha in the Kilinochchi District fall into this category the
total number of Idcal government authorities concerned is 17. The total
number of vacancies that occurred in these authorities during the course
of this year is 174. Of these, 22 were in Municipal Councils, 16 in
Urban Councils and 136 were in Pradeshiya Sabhas. Of these 153 were
filled this year and 21 are yet to be filled.

9. Recognition as Political Parties

911,

While applications from 26 political parties for recognition were received
this year, inquiries had been held in respect of twelve applications and 12 of
the balance 14 applications could not be considered in terms of Section 7(4)
of the Parliamentary Elections (Amendment) Act, No. 29 of 1988. One of
the applications received for recognition as a political party was accepted.

Inquiries were held in to the application of the New Left Front which sought
registration, as a recognised political party and it was so recognised. The
symbol assigned to this party is the “Table”. At the end of this year the number
recognised political parties is 35.

10. Referendum

The referendum scheduled to be held on 16.11.1998 in respect of the Eastern
Province and on 01.12.1998 in respect of the Northern Province for the Northern and
Eastern Provincial Councils as notified in Gazette Extraordinary No. 996/12 of
09.10.1997 were postponed to 16.11.1999 in respect of the Eastern Province and to
01.12.1999 in respect of the Northern Province, by notification in the Gazette
Extraordinary No. 1050/15 of 22.10.1998.
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11. Assets
11.1. Buildings

Pile driving for the three-storied building to be constructed in the Election Secretariat
premises to accommodate the Colombo District Elections Office, the Elections Office
for the areas falling within the Colombo and the Dehiwala-Mt. Lavinia Municipal
areas and to meet the requirements of space for the Head Office stores. was completed
during the course of the current year.

12. Staff
12.1. New Appointments

Mr. M. C. Arunthavachelvam, Class I of the Sri Lanka Administrative Service.
who held the post of Assistant Commissioner of Elections for the District of Jaffna,
was appointed as a Deputy Commissioner of Elections, with effect from 01.07.1998.

Messrs. S. M. S. Bandulasena, P. A. S. Senaratne, H. R. P. Pieris and A. B. 1. de
Silva, all of Class II Grade II of the Sri Lanka Administrative Service, assumed duties
as Assistant Commissioners of Elections with effect from 15.09.1998.

12.2. Promotions

Mr. P. M. Siriwardena, Deputy Commissioner of Elections was appointed as Acting
Commissioner of Elections during the periods from February 8th to 10th to attend the
Conference for the Founding of the Association of Asian Election Authorities, from
March 22nd, 1998 to March 27th, 1998 to participate at the Workshop for Chief
Electoral Officers held in Queen’s College, Cambridge, Britain and from September
23rd to October Sth. 1998 to study Australian Federal Elections held on October 3rd,
1998 on the invitation of Australian Electoral commission, when Mr. Dayananda
Dissanayake, Commissioner of Elections was away from the island.

12.3. Study Tours

Messrs. M. C. Arunthavachelvam. W. W. M. Deshapriya, P. G. Wickremasinghe,
U. Amaradasa and R. M. A. L. Ratnayake, Assistant Commissioners of Elections
participated in a study tour of elections during the General Elections to Lok Sabha,
India from February 25th, 1998 to March 5th, 1998.

Messrs W. P. Sumanasiri and A. G. Dharmadasa, Assistant Commissioners of
Elections undertook a study tour of elections during the Australian Federal Elections
from September 26th, 1998 to October 5th, 1998, on an invitation of the Australian
Electoral Commission.

12.4. Creation of New Posts

Since there was no need to fill the eight post in the Supra Grade of the Clerical
Service which were created for accounting matters in District offices which would be
adversely affected when the Kachcheri system was abolished, the eight posts concerned
were suppressed and eight Class IT “B™ posts were created.
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Since separate special security services could be dispensed with as the Election
Offices were located within the building of the District Secretariats and since security
was provided through private Security services, six posts of watchers in the approved
cadre were suppressed and six posts of Karyala Karya Sahayakas in Class IT of that
grade were created.

12.5. Bereavements

It is with deep regret that we record here the demise of Mr. S. M. Lal, Assistant
Commissioner of Elections, Matara District who passed away on 14.09.1998 after an
illness of several months’ duration. Mr. Lal served this department with the highest
sense of loyalty and dedication, for a period of nearly five years, in the capacity of an
Assistant Commissioner in the Districts of Hambantota and Matara.

DAYANANDA DISSANAYAKE,
Commissioner of Elections.

Elections Secretariat,
Sarana Mawatha,
Rajagiriya,

Sri Jayawardenapura,
January 4th, 1999.
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TABLE |

CLAIMS AND OBJECTIONS UNDER SECTION 14 OF THE REGISTRATION OF
ELECTORS ACT, NO. 44 OF 1980

Revision of Electoral Registers — 1997

Electoral District Number of Number of Number of Number of
claims claints Objections Objections
Received Allowed Received Upheld

0l.  Colombo 2,726 1.661 113 23
02.  Gampaha 1.062 565 26 8
03.  Kalutara 1,028 653 — —
04.  Mahanuwara 2,145 1.418 33 22
05. Matale 1,097 666 16 4
06. Nuwara-Eliya 414 253 8 7
07. Galle 1,626 1,020 26 9
08. Matara 942 574 17 1

09.  Hambantota 1.566 1,044 27 5
10.  Jaffna —_ — L S
11.  Vanni 235 148 — —
12.  Batticaloa 199 112 - -
13.  Degamdulla 245 148 2 2
14.  Trincomalee 110 85 — —
15.  Kurunegala 1,586 1,080 98 9
16.  Puttalam 720 376 8 1

17.  Anuradhapura 631 335 18 10
18.  Polonnaruwa 677 473 - 1

19.  Badulla 676 404 6 —
20.  Moneragala 347 42 51 11

21.  Ratnapura 1.361 668 21 i
22,  Kegalle 426 301 23 14

Total 19819 12,026 497 134
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ACCORDING TO ELECTORAL DISTRICTS 1996-1997

Electoral
District

Total Number of
Electors-1996

Total Number of
Electors-1997

01.  Colombo 1,305,511 1,326,487
02.  Gampaha 1,196,445 1,213,589
03. Kalutara 675,528 676.963
04. Mahanuwara 766,300 780,136
05. Matale 275,882 281,089
06. Nuwara-Eliya 388,455 391.585
07. Galle 642,990 652,734
08. Matara 503,602 510,310
09. Hambantota 336,158 342.347
10.  Jaffna 596,639 622,957
11.  Vanni 196,128 202,108
12.  Batticaloa 269,906 268,200
13. Digamadulla 329,929 336,165
14.  Trincomalee 195,867 197.620
15.  Kurunegala 938.583 961.240
16.  Puttalam 393,318 398,055
17.  Anuradhapura 436,002 448,098
18.  Polonnaruwa 213.174 217,318
19.  Badulla 449901 454913
20. Moneragala 217.508 224.077
21. Ramapura 574,591 584,998
22, Kegalle 520,720 528,107

Total 11,423,137 11.619,096
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TABLE VI

NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO SUBMITTED THEIR NATIONAL IDENTITY CARDS,
REVISION OF ELECTORAL REGISTERS-1997

Electoral District Number of persons who submitted Percentage
their National Identity Cards

0l. Colombo 1,089,571 82.13
02. Gampaha 937,075 7721
03. Kalutara 512,884 75.76
04. Mahanuwara 594,651 76.22
05. Matale 190,658 67.82
06. Nuwara-Eliya 255,210 65.17
07. Galle 467,761 71.66
08. Matara 308,703 60.49
09. Hambantota 210,642 61.52
10. Jaffna — —
11.  Vanni 47,967 2373
12. Batticaloa 160,951 60.01
13. Digamadulla 216,753 64.47
14,  Trincomalee 112,811 57.08
15. Kurunegala 627,538 65.28
16. Puttalam 241,202 60.59
17. Anuradhapura 228,897 51.08
18. Polonnaruwa 122,488 56.36
19. Badulla 300,115 65.97
20. Monemgala 117,967 52.64
21. Ratnapura 416.403 71.18
22. Kegalle 333,477 63.14

Total 7,493,724 68.14
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TABLE XIV

ORDER UNDER ARTICLE 98 (8) OF THE CONSTITUTION NUMBERS WHICH
EACH ELECTORAL DISTRICT IS ENTITLED TO RETURN AT
THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS

Name of Number of Members
Electoral District Which each Electoral
District is entitled to retum

01. Colombo 20
02. Gampaha 18
03. Kalutara 10
04. Mahanuwara 12
05. Matale

06. Nuwara-Eliya

07. Galle 10
08. Matara 8
09 Hambantota 7
10. Jaffna 10
1. Vanni 6
12. Batticaloa 5
13. Digamadulla 7
14. Trincomalee 4
15. Kurunegala 15
16. Puttalam 7
17. Anuradhapura 8
18. Polonnaruwa 5
19. Badulla 8
20. Moneragala 5
21. Ratmapura 10
22. Kegalle 9

Total 196
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TABLE XVIII

LIST OF MAYORS/CHAIRMEN, DEPUTY MAYORS/VICE CHAIRMEN AND
MEMBERS ELECTED TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS IN JAFFNA
DISTRICT AND THE PACHCHILAIPALLI PRADESHIYA SABHA IN
KILINOCHCHI DISTRICT HELD ON 29.01.1998

Administrative District : Jaffna

Political Party/ No. of Preferences
Ind. Group Received
Name of Council : Jaffna Municipal Council
Mayor : Sarojini Yogeshwaran TULF 604
Deputy Mayor : Kandeepan Kandiah - TULF 82
Menibers :
Asirwatham Kaithan Nicklan TULF 426
Kandyan Sellan TULF 310
Kanesarasa Sinnathamby TULF 244
Eraththinam Thuraiappa TULF 125
Vijayaratnam Selliah TULF 93
Murugadasa Arulampalam TULF 59
Ponnuchchamy Ambalavanar TULF 55
Anton Nickson Bobby EPDP 503
Anandarasa Vaheesan EPDP 148
Eramasamy Thiyagarasa EPDP 111
Kul Mohammathu Kamaldeen EPDP 52
Yesarasa Thasan EPDP 45
Vairamuththu Anton Sivalingam EPDP 4]
Amirthanadan Kennady DPLF 253
Manikkam Erajan DPLF 156
Anton Suventhiran Croos DPLF 139
Crosin Anton DPLF 110
Kanthasamy Vigneswaran DPLF 107
Sabapathipillai Jeyachanthiran DPLF 64
Manuvel Mangalanesan EPRLF 237
Balasingam Balasubramaniam EPRLF 187
Name of Council : Velvettithurai Urban Council
Chairman : Eramakirushnan Mohan Kumar TELO 87
Vice Chairman : Kasawanayaham Kirushnakumar TELO 81
Members :
Kumarasamy Muralitharan TELO 36
Santhiran Kunasekam TELO 14
Susaipillai Xavier Erajanayaham TELO 14
Velaudampillai Udayakumar TELO 12
Adaikkalamoorthi Kuruparan EPDP 68
Ayyathurai Srirangoswaran . EPDP 24

Arumaiththurai Ranjan DPLF 17
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LIST OF MAYORS/CHAIRMEN, DEPUTY MAYORS/VICE CHAIRMEN AND
MEMBERS ELECTED TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS IN JAFFNA
DISTRICT AND THE PACHCHILAIPALLI PRADESHIYA SABHA IN
KILINOCHCHI DISTRICT HELD ON 29.01.1998 (Continued)

Administrative District : Jaffna (Continued)

Political Party/ Nuo. of Preferences
Ind. Group Received
Name of Council : Point Pedro Urban Council
Chairman : Vadivelu Vijayaratnam DPLF 263
Vice Chairman : Anthonyppillai Vincent Kennedy DPLF 137
Members -
Arunasalam Mylvaganam DPLF 148
Nagalingam Manivannan DPLF 97
Aruchchunan Jeyaseelan DPLF 70
Eraththinam Ravindiran DPLF 54
Kumarasamy Nayagam Sittampalam EPDP 236
Arumugam Sandiramohan EPDP 202
Kanapadipillai Nadarajah TELO 25
Name of Council :Chavakachcheri Urban Council
Chairman : Kanapathipillai Pathmasiri DPLF 56
Vice Chairman : Ambiheipalan Kaneshalingam DPLF 89
Members :
Eramalingam Sivarasa DPLF 53
Nagaratnam Vijayakumar DPLF 46
Pathmanadan Sudaharan DPLF 44
Kanaharathnam Puvisankar DPLF 41
K. Sivarasa EPRLF 338
Supramaniam Somanadan EPRLF 299
R. Jeyarani EPRLF 50
Amirthanadan Natkunasingham EPDF 126
Navaraththinam Sanker EPDF 69
Name of Council :Kayts Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Nadarasa Madanarajah EPDP 119
Vice Chairman : Alagan Jeyaseelan EPDP 11
Members :
S. Saiman Emalians EPDP 66
Kasparu Peter EPDP 61
Asirvatham Antonyrajah EPDP 50
Thilleyambalam Nadanasihamani EPDP 27
Periathamby Ravichchandiran EPDP 27
Kumarasamy Stanny EPDP 17
Saminadar Augustin EPDP 16
Arumuham Mahendiran DPLF 16

Vanniyasingam Kunaseelan Ind.Group 32
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Administrative District : Jaffna (Continued)

Political Party/ No. of Preferences
Ind. Group Received
Name of Council : Delft Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Marudeinar Jayakanthan EPDP 28
Vice Chairman : Kandiah Navaneedan EPDP 6l
Members :
Sandiappillai Thomas EPDP 96
Gabiriyatpillai Daniel EPDP 94
Alfred Saththiyaraj EPDP 87
Bernard Guspher Thomas EPDP 41
Kadiragamer Thambyiah EPDP 18
Pasupathipillai Ketheeswaran EPDP 17
Anthonimuththu Karunagaran DPLF 34
Name of Council : Velanei Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Namasivayam Karunakaragurumoorthy EPDP 262
Vice Chairman : Elayyathambi Navaraththinam EPDP 62
Members :
Anthonippillai Yoot Sasikaran EPDP 120
Sidambaram Saththiaseelan EPDP 84
Thambiaiah Kunanayagam EPDP 53
Eramu Murugesu EPDP 49
Pubalapillai Thiruvarulselven EPDP 34
Kadiah Paramalingam EPDP 28
Sivan Sivakumar Ind.Group 50
Ayyathurai Kandasamy Ind.Group 41
Erasaiah Kirubainadan DPLF 22
Name of Council : Valikamam West Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman - Nallainathan Thiriloganathan EPDP 464
Vice Chairman : Velupillai Mahenthiran EPDP 137
Members :
Kandiah Sangaran EPDP 505
Nadarasa Pathmanathan EPDP 186
Navareththinam Akilaventhan EPDP 74
Vellaipodian Irasanayagam EPDP 67
Saravanamuththu Yoganathan EPDP 65
Thambiah Naguleshwaran EPDP 56
Arumugam Udhayakumar DPLF 178
Kandasamy Thayaparan DPLF 178
Kandasamy Ganeshan DPLF 96
Kailasapathy Pakeeradhan DPLF 96
Erajendiran Mahendiran EPRLF 16

Atputhan Sasikaran TELO 35
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LIST OF MAYORS/CHAIRMEN, DEPUTY MAYORS/VICE CHAIRMEN AND
MEMBERS ELECTED TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS IN JAFFNA

DISTRICT AND THE PACHCHILAIPALLI PRADESHIYA SABHA IN
KILINOCHCHI DISTRICT HELD ON 29.01.1998 (Continued)

Administrative District : Jaffna (Continued)

Political Party/ No. of Preferences
Ind. Group Received
Name of Council : Valikamam North Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Swaminathan Sri Baskaran TULF 447
Vice Chairman : Viswanathan Shanmuganathan TULF 131
Members :
Suppiah Pathmanathan TULF 214
Ajitha Kulasingham TULF 159
Shanmuganathan Sivanathan TULF 110
Elayathamby Siridaran TULF 100
Ayyathurai Sittampalam TULF 90
Nagan Markkandu TULF 83
Suppiramaniam Eraththinam TULF 72
Ayyathurai Balaratnam TULF "
Supramaniam Vaithyanathan TULF 71
Anthonypillai Alex Sudakaran EPDP 144
Thambithurai Sivakumar EPDP 73
Ambalavanar Karunakaran EPDP 65
Eramalingam Jude Antony EPDP 56
Ponniah Kangaraththinam EPDP 46
Kandasamy Kaleichelvan EPDP 24
Nagamuththu Nagendram EPRLF 166
Sivarajah Sivaruban EPRLF 53
Ayyakandu Ponniah DPLF 30
Kandasamy Sivanadan DPLF 27
Name of Council : Valikamam South West Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Arumugam Geneshan EPDP 268
Vice Chairman : Anandarasan Nagendiran EPDP 231
Members :
Ariyaraththinam Sirikaran EPDP 514
Irasadurai Kandasamy EPDP 81
Indiravel Shanthakumar EPDP 66
Rayappu Anton Ramesh EPDP 64
Irasanayagam Irasendirakumar EPDP 49
Vaiththilingam Udayakumar EPDP 49
Vaiyapuri Ganeshan EPDP 48
Vinayagamoorthy Theivendirasa EPDP 39
Antony George Mariadas DPLF 11
Kandasamy Baskeran DPLF 97
Krishnapillai Perarasan DPLF 66
Arumugam Namasivayam TELO 56
Anthonyppillai Mariyaseelan TELO 44
Ariyakutti John EPRLF 52
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Administrative District : Jalfna (Continued)

Political Party/ No. of Preferences
Ind. Group Received
Name of Council : Valikamam South Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Thiagarasapillai Manikkathiyagarasa Selvarajah EPDP 395
Vice Chairman : Kandasamy Ramachandiran EPDP 11
Members :
Kadirgamathamby Balakrishnan EPDP 329
Krishnapillai Vasikaran EPDP 96
Mariadas Rajkumar EPDP 48
Thangathurai Kumar EPDP 48
Jacob Nicholas EPDP 47
Thurairajah Govindarajah EPDP 41
Kadiravelu Jeyakandan DPLF 241
Kandiah Suresh DPLF 173
Kanagasabai Puvanendiran DPLF 125
Kaththalingam Chandrakumar DPLF 113
Thangiah Sundaralingam DPLF 67
Vasanthanathan Sivanathan EPRLF 47
Sinnathurai Thayaparan EPRLF 43
Anthony John Quinson TELO 17
Nante of Council : Valikamam East Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Anthony Simiyon EPDP 376
Vice Chairman : Rajenthiran lruthayaraj EPDP 32
Members :
Arumugam Vignesvaran EPDP 179
Kathirkamu Erasalingam EPDP 165
Kanthasamy Ganeshamoorthy EPDP 66
Muthtu Atputharasa EPDP 53
Govindaraj Paskaran EPDP 49
Nadarasa Sivarasa EPDP 31
Thangarasa Mathirasa EPDP 29
E. Sarvaloganathan EPRLF 503
K. Balanadarajah lyar EPRLF 296
A. Uthayakumar EPRLF 227
K. Ponnuthurai EPRLF 151
M. Kamalakaran EPRLF 102
Arunthavarajah Vasan DPLF 517
Erasenthiram Selvarasa DPLF 302
Eratnasingam Sivakumar DPLF 142
Erasiah Thangarasa DPLF 141
Ponnudurai Ashokan DPLF 78
Anton Chirstopher Colombus TELO 71

Erayendran Patric Croos TELO 43
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LIST OF MAYORS/CHAIRMEN, DEPUTY MAYORS/VICE CHAIRMEN AND
MEMBERS ELECTED TO LOCAL AUTHORITIES ELECTIONS IN JAFFNA
DISTRICT AND THE PACHCHILATIPALLI PRADESHIYA IN
KILINOCHCHI DISTRICT HELD ON 29.01.1198 (Continued)

Administrative District : Jaffna (Continued)

Political Party/ No. of Preferences
Ind. Group Received

Name of Council : Vadamarachchi South West Pradeshiya Sabha

Chairman : Selliah Sundaramoorthy EPDP 317

Vice Chairman : Konalingam Sundaralingam EPDP 70

Members :
Annamalai Selvaraj EPDP 617
Kannan Balakrishnan EPDP 222
Ayyakili Sivaneshan EPDP 221
Kunasekaram Kuhanendiran EPDP 89
Perumal Sivaprakasam EPDP 50
Yoganathan Michael EPDP 35
Jeyapalan Rajendran EPDP 32
Mylvaganam Jeyakumar DPLF 505
Kandappu Jeyaraj DPLF 436
Thavarasa Kunarasa DPLF 332
Alagaiah Vaiyapuri DPLF 155
Erasaiah Erajasundram DPLF 110
Eleyathamby Sundaramoorthy DPLF 89
Sivapatham Vinothalingam TELO 97
Erason Nagulan TELO 95
Appathurai Saravanabavan EPRLF 45

Name of Council : Point Pedro Pradeshiya Sabha

Chairman : Velu Shakthivel EPDP 52

Vice Chairman : Rangan Kaneshan EPDP 50

Members :
Anandan Jebanesan EPDP 325
Erumaiah Parameswaran EPDP 157
Eleiyathambi Erasanayagam EPDP 124
Anthonipillai Saradadevi EPRLF 45
Eraththinam Manoharan EPRLF 35
Kirushnapillai Kirushnakumar TELO 62

Eraveendiram Eratnam DPLF 161
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Administrative District : Jaffna (Continued)

Political Party/ Nuo. of Preferences
Ind. Group Received
Name of Council : Chavakachcheri Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Ponniah Anton DPLF 193
Vice Chairman : Kanapathipillai Kugathasan DPLF 187
Members :
Krishnan Rahunathan DPLF 143
Kitnan Aiya DPLF 142
Kanapathipillai Thuraisingham DPLF 135
Murugar Mahesan DPLF 117
Murugesu Sivapathasundaram DPLF 103
Ehamparam Aruchchunan EPDP 369
Kanthasamy Kamalendran EPDP 188
Kanthasamy Varnan EPDP 159
Krishnapillai Yogeswaran EPDP 56
E. Jemsivan EPRLF 149
E. Pratheepan EPRLF 145
Eramalingam Yoharasa EPRLF 111
Arasakesari Yogeswaran TELO 54
Name of Council - Nallur Pradeshiya Sabha
Chairman : Kanagarathinam Manipallavarajan EPDP 440
Vice Chairman : Thiagarajah Rajkumar EPDP 197
Members :
Thambimuththu Kumarasiri EPDP 166
Balachandran Uthayabavan EPDP 96
Balasingham Chandramohan EPDP 85
Marimuththu Suthaharan EPDP 78
Navarathinam Thojo EPDP 63
Alaguthurai Paheerathan EPRLF 194
lyadurai Muththiah EPRLF 103
Anthonippillai Pushparasa DPLF 89
Anton Fernando Dominic Anton DPLF 83
Ariyarajah Suresh TELO 86

Administrative District : Kilinochchi

Name of Council : Pachchilaipalli Pradeshiya Sabha

Chairman : Krishnasamy Selvarajah DPLF 25

Vice Chairman : Pedurupillai Moshcs DPLF 47

Members :
Kiruththo Michchel DPLE 29
Bonitace Addrin DPLE 30
Thangarasa Vadanachchelvan DPLE 24
Aiyaththurai Sri Ranagadaas EPDP 46
Suseimuththu Alexsander EPDP 19
Peter Anthonypillai EPRLF 09
Kandiah Ganeswaran EPRIF 02
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