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ADMINISTRATION REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONER OF
ELECTIONS FOR THE YEAR -2003

1. Introduction

Preparation of the Electoral Registers for the year 2002, A enumeration of Electors for 2003, filling vacancies in
membership of Provincial Councils and Local Authorities, holding elections to one Local Authority and taking action in
respect of applications for the recognition of political parties were the activities of the Department of Elections during the year
2003.

2. Revision of Electoral Registers 2002

2.1 The Electoral Register for the year 2002 was certified on March 28th 2003. Number of registered voters in that
register was 12,899,032 and it shows an increase of 1.78% over the number of electors in the year 2001.

2.12 The “A” and “B™ lists prepared under the Section 13(1) of the Registration of Electors Act, No. 44 of 1980
were exhibited from 03.12.2002 to 30.12.2002. During this period 25,082 claims and 351 objections were
received by the District Registering Officers and out of which 14,227 claims and 134 objections have been
accepted by those officers. Please see Table I for further details.

2.1.3 As in the previous year, this year too, a door to door enumeration was not taken place in Jaffna and
Kilinochchi Administrative Districts. Only in one polling district of Mullaitivu Polling Division, enumeration
was conducted. The normal enumeration was not taken place in 22 polling districts in Mannar Polling
Division, 49 polling districts in Mullaitivu Polling Division, 20 polling districts in Vauniya Polling Division.
5 Polling districts in Trincomalee Polling Division and 2 polling divisions in Seruwila Polling Division due
to prevailing insecured situation and administrative difficulties. Steps were taken to include the names of
electors who were registered in the previous year in the Electoral Register for 2002, in the areas where the
enumeration was not taken place. After inquiries 11,936 new names could be registered in the Jaffna
Electoral District. Names of 3,707 deceased persons’ of the 2001 electoral register were deleted from the
electoral register of 2002 according to the information gathered from the Grama Niladharis.

2.14 Steps have been taken by District Registering Officers of Puttalam, Vanni, Anuradhapura and Jaffna
Electorates to obtain the details of persons who have displaced from North and Eastern Provinces living
in refugee camps and register their names under their original residential areas. According to details
gathered from the persons in refugee camps in Puttlam and Vanni Districts, 343 names for Mannar Polling
Division, 397 names for Vanni Polling Division, 305 names for Mullaitive Polling Division and 475 for Jaffna
Polling Division could be registered in the electoral registers of those polling divisions as new names.
Please see Table II for details of registered electors under each Electoral District in 2001 and 2002.

22 Revision of Electoral Register 2003
22.1 The enumeration of electors for 2003 was commenced on 01.06.2003 and 13,106 enumerators were deployed
for this purpose. In connection with the revision of electoral register 2003, **A” and “B” lists were exhibited
from 04.11.2003 t0 01.12.2003.

23 Participation of Political Parties

2.3.1 Seven political parties have appointed 21,342 representatives to observe the enumeration of electors for
2003. Please see Table IV for further details.
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24 Performance of Enumerators

24.1 For the enumeration of electors of 2003, 13,106 enumerators were deployed and out of this 56 were Special
Enumerators. 86.2% of the total number of enumerators successfully completed the enumeration and
handed over the documents within the specified period of time given by the District Registering Officers.

3. National Identity Cards

3.1 Details of identify cards have been provided by 9.077.443 electors at the revision of electors in 2002 and it shows
an increase of 2.93% when it compared with the previous year 69.85% of registered electors in 2002 have
provided with their details of identity cards through the relevant B. C. forms. Please see the Table VI for number
and percentages of electors produced their National Identity Cards at the enumeration in each Electoral District.
Table VII shows the percentages of electors produced their National Identity Cards at the revision of Electoral
Registers from 1993 to 2002.

4. Strength of the Electorate

4.1 The number of electors registered in the year 2002 was 12,899,032 and it reflects an increase of 1.78% over the
previous year. Please see Table I1I for comparative figures of electors from 1993 to 2002.

5. Computerizing the Electoral Registers

5.1 Electoral Registers of Colombo District are already prepared using computers and a computer net work was
installed at the Elections Office, Gampaha on 09.10.2003 in order to prepare the registers of that district in the
similar manner. It is appreciated the assistance extended by the District Secretary, Gampaha by providing a part
of a building for the stores facilities allowing room for the relevant installation. In 2002, electoral registers of 5
polling divisions in Gampaha Electorate were prepared using the computer net work at the Election Secretariat. In
addition to that steps have been taken to prepare the electoral registers of Katana, Biyagama and Minuwangoda
polling divisions using computers for the year 2003.

52 Issuing of extracts from the electoral registers using computers was commenced this year at the two elections
offices in Colombo District. Further more steps have been taken to issue these extracts of electoral registers on
the same day without extra payment. The extracts from this method can be obtained only for those households
with electors whose identity card details have been submitted at the enumeration.

6. Disqualification for voting

6.1 Action was taken to delete the names of seven persons reported by the Court of Law as committed for bribery
and election offences during the year 2003. For details please see Table XV.

7. Order under Article 98(8) of the Constitution of the Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka

7.1 The order in terms of the Article 98(8) of the Constitution was published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1295/5 of
30.06.2003. For details please see Table XIII. Comparative details from 1993 to 2003 are at Table XIV.

8. Recognition of Political Parties

8.1 Though 8 political parties proffered applications for recognition during this year, those invalid applications
could not be considered in terms of Section 7(4)(c) of the Parliamentary Elections Act.
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9. Provincial Council Elections Act, No. 02 of 1988

9.1

92

93

94

In terms of Section 3(3) of Provincial Council Election Act. No. 02 of 1988, the number of members entitled to be
elected from each Administrative District for each Provincial Council should be determined by the Commissioner
of Elections under the provision stipulated in the Sections 3(3)(a) and 3(3)(b) in that enactment. The notice in
relation to the determination was published in the Gazette No. 1319/4 dated 16.12.2003. The details of members to
be elected from each Administrative District for Provincial Councils are in Table X VL.

The composition of membership of each Provincial Council should be calculated by adding 2 members to be
elected for each Province under the Section 3(1) of the Provincial Council Elections Act, to the number of
members entitled to be elected as mentioned above in paragraph 9.1.

Six vacancies in the membership of Provincial Councils occurred during this year. please see Table IX for details
regarding the filling of such vacancies.

The referenda which was postponed until 17.11.2003 inrespect of the Eastern Province and until 01.12.2003 in
respect of the Northern Province by a notice published in the Gazette Extraordinary No. 1254/10 dated 18.09.2002
in terms of the Section 37 of the Provincial Councils Act, No. 42 of 1987, were further postponed until 17.11.2004
in respect of the Eastern Province and until 01.12.2004 in respect of the Northern Province by order published in
Gazette Extraordinary No. 1314/1 dated 10.11.2003.

10. Local Authorities Elections Ordinance

10.1

102

103

104

The date 25.06.2003 fixed for the election to 53 Local Authorities in Jaffna, Vavuniya, Mannar, Batticaloa,
Trincomalee and Ampara Administrative Districts specified in the Notice published in the Extraordinary Gazette
No. 1254/10 of 18.09.2002 was amended as 24.01.2004 by a notification published in the Gazette No. 1293/25 of
20.06.2003.

Election to Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha 08.03.2003

10.2.1 The date for the election to Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha (20.03.2002) published in the Gazette No. 1223/16
of 12.12.2002, was amended as 08.03.2003 by a notification published in the Gazette No. 1273/31 of 31.01.2003.

102.2 While 56,128 persons were qualified for voting at the elections to the Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha on
08.03.2003, only 39,355 (70.12%) were exercised their votes. Forty two (42) polling stations were established
at this election in 42 polling districts. At the counting of votes 2,352 (5.98%) votes were rejected. Number
of votes obtained by each Political Party at the election and the number of members elected from them are
mentioned below -

Name of the Party No. of votes obtained No. of members elected
from the party
People’s Alliance 15,148 (40.76%) 10
Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna 11538 (31.18%) 06
Sinhalaye Mahasammatha Bhoomiputhra Pakshaya 10,381 (28.05%) (03

Please see Table X VII for the details of numbers of preferences obtained by the elected members. The details of
members elected were published in the Gazette No. 1281/38 of 28.03.2003.

Ninety on;: (91) vacancies were occurred in the membership of Local Authorities during the year 2003. See Tables
X, XTI and XTI for details of filling of vacancies.
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11. Administration Report of the Commissioner of Elections for the year 2002

11.1

The Administration Report of the Commissioner of Elections for the year 2002 was tabled in the Parliament on
06.05.2003.

12. Electoral Reforms

12.1

A Select Committee of Parliament on Electoral Reforms has been appointed in September this year to consider the
current system of Parliamentary and Local Authorities Elections and other matters connected with and to make
observations and recommendations in respect of changes considered necessary to the Constitution and the
existing Election Laws. The Committee was expected to report its findings and recommendations to the Parliament
in mid January. 2004.

13. Details of Accounts for the year 2003

13.1

134

Under the Appropriation Act and the Special Laws Rs. 14,82,000.00 was provided as financial allocation for the
year 2003 out of that Rs. 6,50,000.00 was spent to incur the election expenses and Rs. 8,02,12.000.00 was for
recurrent expenditure. For capital expenditure Rs. 30,00.000.00 was provided during this year.

The staff of the Elections Department comprising 525 in 2003 was paid Rs. 49,002,400.00 as their salaries and
allowances.

After gathering information relevant to the households from about 45,00,000 chief occupants and exhibition of
“A” and "B lists, accepted names will be included into the electoral register. In relation to the 160 polling
divisions, 273 volumes of electoral registers are being prepared. Out of that, 40 electoral registers relevant to 20
polling divisions in Colombo and Gampaha Electorate have already been computerized. The balance volumes of
electoral registers of 223 relevant to 140 polling divisions have to be typed in two languages. For prepziralion of
electoral register, it is necessary to take copies of about 5,00,000 stencils, sorting out about 2,50,00,000 reneoied
papers and ultimately they have to be bound as books by Junior Officers of this Department. But there is only
less than four months period available to the limited staff for preparation of the register.

Though these activities are expected to be completed within stipulated period, staff cannot be deployed after
normal working hours as it will caused increase of expenditure on overtime. Therefore arrangements have been
made for completion of those activities in relation to the preparation of electoral register on piece rates. The
Department has to pay travelling expenses for minimum three days for 14,000 enumerators including the Grama
Seva Niladharis.

Due to this commitment of preparation of electoral registers, huge sum of money has to be spent on stencils,
duplicating papers and duplicating ink, unlike any other Department that require stationery only for their normal
day to day office work. Hundred copies of electoral registers are prepared annually by the Department to be in
readiness anticipating an islandwide election with short notice.

Due to heavy work load on typewriters and duplicating machines and the like for the preparation of electoral -
registers thev nead regular repairs. As annual financial provisions are not available for purchasing new machines.
under these cireu nstances it is unavoidable to spend much on repairs of old machines. The assistance, extended
by the officials of the Ministry of Finance who could not visualise problems of this nature encountered by this
Department are not amenable to find solutions to overcome these difficulties.

During this year, Rs. 5,034,300.00 on traveling expenses Rs. 10,269,965.00 on stationery and Rs. 3,360.825.00 on
repairs of machines have been spent while Rs. 16,720,416.00 has been spent on piece rate in connection with the
revision of electoral registers. Out of that Rs. 10,544,358.00 has been paid of officers who engaged in enumeration
of electors.
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14. Staff

14.1

142

14.3

144

145

Ececmions Y 5

Rs. 29,129.857.00 has been spent on elections during this year. Out of that amount Rs. 20.02.800.00 was utilized
to settle the payments for the elections held previous vears and Rs. 37.11.655.00 was spent on the election held
for Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha. The balance amount of Rs. 23.415.402.00 was spent on stationery required for
elections to be held in future. Except these, Rs 50,000.00 and Rs. 5,00,000.00 were allocated to the Postmaster
General and the Inspector General of Police respecmely for settling their expenses incurred in connection with
the elections to Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha. With those allocations, the total expenditure incurred on Akuressa
Pradeshiya Sabha was Rs. 4,416,655.00. The number of registered electors was 56,128 at that Pradeshiya Sabha
Election and the election expenses per elector-was Rs. 79.49.

The allocation provided by the advance account to the public officers was limited to Rs. 60,00.000.00. This
amount was insufficient to meet payments on Property Loans, Vehicles Loans, Distress Loans and Festival
Advances applied under the provisions laid down in the Establishment Code and Public Administration Circulars.
This allocation was exhausted in April, 2003 due to the payments made on Distress Loans. T hough the Department
made a request Lo the Treasury to increase the allocation limits, it was rejected.

Mr. Dayananda Dissanayake, completed the age of 60 years on 28.01.2002 who was unable to get retirement from
the service due to the reason that the Commissioner of Elections should continue performing functions and
duties of the Election Commission in addition to the function and duties of his post. until the establishment of the
Election Commission under the 17(2) of the 17th Amendment to the Constitution. was given the opportunity to
retire from 28.01.2002 by letter No. CPA/P3/9/8 dated 10.10.2003 of Her Excellency the President with a provison
that he should continue in the post of the Commissioner and perform the duties and functions of Commissioner
of Elections and the Election Commission in accordance with the 17th Amendment to the Constitution until the
Election Commission is in place.

Messrs. A. S. Karunanidhi. T. Krishnanandalingam, P. Kuganadan, H. M. S. K. Bandara Mapaand T. M. L. D.
Tennakoon who recruited to the Class II Grade 11 of the Sri Lanka Administrative Service of North and Eastern
Provinces on 02.09.2003 on the results of the Special Examination after completion of three months training
period were appointed to the Department of Elections as Assistant Commissioners.

Mr.M.K. 8. S. Ratnayake, S. L. A. S. II/Il having served as the Divisional Secretary of Uva Paranagama Division,
assumed duties on 01.12.2003 as an Assistant Commissioner of Elections in the Department.

Mr. N. C. Vithanage, Class IT Grade IT of Sri Lanka Administration Service who served nearlv eight years as an
Assistant Commissioner of Elections in Moneragala, Nuwara Eliya and Galle Districts was released on 01.02.2003
to the Ministry of Public Administration, Management and Reconstruction.

Mr. S. M. Abeyratne, Class [ of Sri Lanka Administration Service who served as Assistant Commissioner of
Elections in Matale and Polonnaruwa Districts was transferred on 30.09.2003 to the District Secretariat.
Polonnaruwa to assume duties as Additional District Secretary. I take this opportunity to express my appreciation
for his long period of service in this Department.

15. Foreign Travels

15.1

152

Mr. Dayananda Dissanayake Attended the executive Board Meeting of the Association of Asian Election
Autorities (AAEA) held on 01.08.2003 in Taipe.

Mr.T. A. C. N. Talangama, S. L. A. S. I/II, Assistant Commissioner of Elections of Trincomalee District participated
in Training on “*Advanced Course in Computer Aided Designing and Drafting” awarded by the Indian Government.
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153 Mrs.J.S.P. A. D. Weerasuriya, System Analyst, participated in the training course “Programme on Development
Implementation and Management of Computer Software Applications” conducted by C. M. C. Foundation
Institute in India from 29.09.2003 to 19.12.2003.

16. Internal Audit Section

16.1 With the retirement of Mr. G. W. D. W. Wijewickrema, Class 1 of G. C. S. of the Internal Audit Section. limited a
single officer became paralyzed, was resurrected with the guidance of Mr. G. D. Mithrasena, Administrative
Officer and the officers taken to that section in periodic manner from other sections of the Head Office.

17. Retirement

17.1 A.M. P. Bandula of Supra Grade, G. C. S. Administrative Officer at Kurunegala Elections Office retired from the
service on 09.01.2003. He has served in the department for 31 years.

172 Mr. Y. M. Wimalaratne, the Chief Clerk at Matale Elections Office retired from the service on 03.06.2003 and he has
served in the Department for 19 years.

173 After 13 years of service in the department, Mr. K. D. Sirisena, Chief Clerk at the Kalutara Elections Office retired
from the Government Service on 09.12.2003.

This opportunity is taken to record my gratitude for their incomparable s.crvice extended to the Department.
18. Obituaries

18.1 Mr. H. P. Wimalasena, K. K. S. Class I who served at the Elections Office, Kurunegala passed away on 01.05.2003
after long period of 30 years service in the Department. I appreciate the service he rendered to the Department.

182 Mr. M. C. Arunthavachelvam, Class I of the Sri Lanka Administration Service who served as a Deputy
Commissioner of Elections on contract basis in this Department passed away on 24.11.2003. Mr. Arunthavachelvam
conversant with three languages equipped with good knowledge of election laws and Court proceedings.
rendered a valuable service to the Department in coordination with the Attorney General’s Department. I appreciate
the service rendered by him to this Department for a period of 15 years as an Assistant Commissioner and a
Deputy Commissioner of Elections.

DAYANANDA DISSANAYAKE,
Commissioner of Elections.

Elections Secretariat,
Sarana Mawatha,
Rajagiriya,

01st January, 2004.
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STATISTICAL TABLES
Claims and objections under Section 14 of the Registration of Electors Act, No. 44 of 1980- Revision of Electoral
Registers- 2002
Comparative Statement showing the number of Registered Electors 2001 - 2002
Comparative Statement of the number of Electors in Polling Divisions (Old Electorates) - 1993 - 2002
Participation of Political Party Nominees - Revision of Electoral Registers - 2003

Classification of Households according to the number of Electors registered per each Household based on the 2002
Electoral Registers

Number of persons produced National Identity Cards at the Revision of Electoral Registers - 2002

Comparative Statement on the Percentage of number of persons produced National Identity Cards at the Revision
of Electoral Registers - 1993 - 2002

Comparative Statement on the Issue of Electoral Extracts -1996 - 2003
Filling of vacancies in the Membership of the Provincial Councils - 2003
Filling of vacancies in the Municipal Council - 2003

Filling of vacancies in the Urban Councils - 2003

Filling of vacancies in the Pradeshiya Sabhas - 2003

Order Under Article 98 (8) of the Constitution - Number of members which each Electoral District is entitled to return
at the Parliamentary Elections - 2003

Number of Members which each Electoral District is entitled to return at the Parliamentary Elections - (Comparative
Statement for 1994 - 2003)

The details of electors whose names were expunged from the electoral registers in 2003 by the reason of offences
under the Bribery Act and the Election Laws.

Number of members is entitled to elect from each Administrative District to the Provincial Council determined by the
Commissioner of Elections under Section 3(3) of the Provincial Councils Elections Act, No. 02 of 1988.

Position of Chairman, Vice Chairman and members according to Preferences - At Akuressa Pradeshiya Sabha
Election -2003
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CLAIMS AND OBJECTIONS UNDER SECTION 14 OF THE
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS ACT, No.44 OF 1980
REVISION OF ELECTORAL REGISTERS - 2002
Electoral District Number of Number of Number of Number of
Claims Claims Objections Objections
Received Allowed Received Upheld

1. Colombo 6908 3.790 24 9
2. Gampaha 1.675 967 6 2
3. Kalutara 1,34 762 — -
4. Mahanuwara 1,120 34 (0] 3
5. Matale 1717 1,139 5 3
6. Nuwara-Eliya 640 388 2 1
7. Galle 968 589 76 18
8. Matara 1.540 789 28 2
9. Hambantota 1.612 1064 2 15
10. Jaffna — — - -
11. Vanni 589 402 2 2
12. Batticaloa 49 34 — -
13. Digamadulla 301 193 — -
14. Trincomalee 87 ) - -
15. Kurunegala 750 514 12 6
16. Puttalam 836 466 6 4
17. Anuradhapura 639 467 17 3
18. Polonnaruwa 867 643 2 6
19. Badulla 600 351 5 1
20. Moneragala 446 254 21 3
21. Ratnapura 1.961 708 16 9
22, Kegalle 436 293 29 15
Total 25,082 14,227 351 134

[ParT I

TABLE |
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