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ELECTIONS Y1

Administration Report of the Commissioner of Elections — 2007

Introduction

The main activities performed by the Department were the certification of electoral registers for the year 2006,
Enumeration of electors for the revision of the electoral registers for the year 2007, filling of vacancies in the membership of
Parliament, Provincial Councils and Local Authorities and processing of applications received for recognition of new Political

Parties.

02. Registration of Electors Act, No. 44 of 1980 —

2.1 Revision of Electoral Registers 2006 —

2::1

212

213

214

216

Exhibition of ‘A’ and ‘B’ lists relating to the revision of electoral registers for the year 2006, was held from
01.01.2006 to 28.01.2006. During this period of exhibition 28,952 claims and 275 objections were received. The
District Registering Officers have allowed 18,724 claims and 153 objections. Details are given in Table L

Due to security situation that prevailed in the North and the East, interruption in the civil administration and the
displacement of persons, it was not possible to conduct a complete enumeration of names in some of the polling’
divisions in those areas. Enumeration of voters was possible only in some polling districts. Details of areas where
enumeration was not conducted by house to house visits are shown in Table II.

In areas where house to house enumeration was not possible Registering Officers gave an opportunity to those
persons who became newly eligible to enrol their names in the electoral register by obtaining claims from them. The
names of the deceased electors were deleted from the 2006 register by obtaining the names of dead persons from
the Grama Niladaris. Accordingly 7,102 new names were included and 4,216 names were deleted from registers of
Electoral District of Jaffna and Kilinochchi and Mullaitivu Polling Divisions.

Registering Officers of Vavuniya and Puttalam Districts also took steps to obtain names of persons who have been
displaced from Northern and Eastern areas and still living in refugee camps, who have become eligible to be
included in the electoral registers and forwarded those details to relevant Registering Officers.

Details of the number of voters who have furnished their National Identity Card Numbers to the enumerators at the
enumeration are shown in Table III. Table VIII shows the details of identity card holders from 1997 to 2006.
According to statistics for the year 2006, 77% of the electors have possessed National Identity Cards. The most
number of persons who have furnished their identity cards was 87% in Colombo Electoral District and the least of
44% was in Vanni Electoral District.

The order under Article 98(8) of the Constitution was published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1514/6 0f 11.09.2007
indicating the number of members per Electoral District, according to 2006 Electoral Register.

22 Revision of Electoral Registers—2007

The Revision of the electoral registers commenced on 01.06.2007 and the exhibition of ‘A’ and ‘B’ lists was organized
for January next year. Eight recognized political parties had appointed 23,365 party agents in connection with this
revision, the details of which are shown in Table V.

3. Computerisation of Electoral Registers.

3.1

32

The computerisation of electoral registers was further extended during the year. Accordingly, the electoral registers
of Nuwara Eliya District was fully computerised. Additionally, the registers of Puttalam, Kurunegala, Anuradhapura,
Polonnaruwa, Matale, Galle and Badulla Districts were partially computerised.

In addition to the above-mentioned districts, the names and other data in the registers of Colombo. Gampaha and
Kalutara District which were computerised under previous software was updated to the new data.
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4. Loss of Franchise

On receipt of Courts decisions on charges of Bribery and Electoral offences the relevant District Assistant
Commissioners of Elections were instructed to remove names of 16 persons from the Electoral Register.

5. Recognition of Political Parties

The applications received for recognition of political parties were considered as invalid under the provisions of
Section 7 in the Parliamentary Elections Act, which prevents Secretary of any political party to submit an application when an
election is pending. The Local Authorities Elections in the North and the East were pending during this period.

6. Administration Report of the Commissioner of Elections for the year 2006 was tabled in Parliament on 19.11.2007.
7. Parliamentary Select Committee on Electoral Reforms and Revision of Election Laws.

7.1 The Parliamentary Select Committee appointed on 07.04.2006 tabled in Parliament its interim report on 05.06.2007.
In accordance with the advice of the Select Committee, Commissioner of Elections, submitted Cabinet Memoranda
were to bring in new laws relating to the Annual Revision of Electoral Registers and the Recognition of Political
Parties. The task of drafting new laws has been referred to the Legal Draftsman.

72 Elections to 45 local authorities in the Northern and Eastemn Provinces which were postponed until 30.06.2007 were
further postponed to 29.02.2008 by notice published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1502/21 0£22.06.2007. Of these
Councils 9 are situated in Batticaloa Administrative District. The remaining councils are in the five administrative
districts in the Northem Province. Nominations for all these local authorities were received in the year 2006.
Besides due to operations conducted by the Armed Forces in Batticaloa District, the ground conditions were not
conducive for holding of elections to these 9 local authorities. Holding of elections to these local authorities was
made possible by Local Authorities (Special Provisions) Act No. 3 of 2007 which rescinded the nominations
received a few years ago. Similarly, by Act, No. 55 0f2007, it has been made possible to call for fresh nominations
in respect of the local authorities in the Northern Province.

8. Provincial Councils Elections Act, No. 2 of 1988.
Action was taken to fill 01 vacancy in the membership of a Provincial Council. Details are in Table X.

9. Local Authorities Elections Ordinance —

9.1 No elections were held in regard to Local Authorities during the year due to the postponement of elections of 45
Local Authorities in the Northern and Eastern Provinces by notice published in Gazette Extraordinary No. 1463/43
0£22.09.2006 and elections were postponed again until 29.02.2008 by notice published in Gazette Extraordinary No.
1502/21 0£22.06.2007.

92 150 vacancies that occurred in Local Authorities were filled during the year. Details are shown in Tables X1, XII and
XIIL.

10. Staff

10.1 Under the new Sri Lanka Administrative Service Minute, an officer has to serve more than five years in Class I of
the SLAS to qualify for promotion to the Special Grade. Since there were only 2 posts in Class I in this Department
and all other experienced officers in class I serving in the Department, had to remain in the posts to which they
were first appointed. This affected their future service prospects with the need to retain those experienced officers
i the Department. Due to these reasons the posts of Assistant Commissioner of Elections upgraded where there
is a heavy load of work. Accordingly, Assistant Commissioners’ posts of Colombo, Gampaha, Kurunegala and
Kandy Districts were upgraded to Deputy Commissioner level and the post in Ratnapura to Senior Assistant
Commissioner level.

102 Mr. Chandraratne Pallegama, SLAS II-I who served the Department for 18 years in Anuradhapura, Kalutara and
Colombo, Mr. M. K. B. Harischandra, SLAS I, who served the Department for 16 years in Ampara and Galle, Mr. M.
P. Lalith Ananda, SLAS II-1I (Moneragala), Mr. K. Arunthavarajah, SLAS II-II (Colombo) and Mr. C. N. Chatura
Umagiliya SLAS II-1I who served for a short period are the five officers who left the Department during this year.
Their services to the Department are highly appreciated.
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11. Assets

11.1

112

ELECTIONS Y3

Messrs J. A. S. P. Jayasinghe, H. W. N. Kumara and G D. N. de Silva, who are new recruits to the Sri Lanka
Administrative Service joined the Department on 01.01.2007. Mr. K. J. S. Madawa, SLAS III assumed duties as an
Assistant Commissioner of Elections on 29.10.2007. Messrs H. M. N. Dinipriya and S. Sudaharan recruited to Class
IIT of the SLAS joined this Department with effect from 11.12.2007.

Consequent to the increase in the cadre of the posts of Accountants in the Department, Messrs H. N. N. Kumara
and B. M. Chandraratne, Class I[I/I of the Sri Lanka Accountants Service assumed duties with effect from 12.10.2007
and 08.10.2007 respectively. Mr. H. A. S. Hapuarachchi, Accountant II-IT who joined the Department on 17.06.1985,
retired from Service on 12.02.2007 after 22 years of Service. He functioned as the Chief Accountant of the Department
at the time of retirement. His long service in this Department is highly commendable.

Vacancies in the Public Management Assistants’ Service, Karyala Karya Sahayake Sevaya and Drivers were filled
during the year. The new drivers were posted to Jaffna, Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Vavuniya District Offices.

Two jeeps and five motor cars were purchased during the year for the Elections Secretariat and the District
Elections Offices at a cost of Rs. 19.7 million.

One Jeep, one double cab and a motor car of the Department were disposed during the year. The proceeds from the
sale was Rs. 4,024,500.00

12. Training Abroad

Mr. E. A. Weerasena, Accountant participated in a training session on “State Enterprises Management™ held in New
Delhi from 11.12.2007 to 20.12.2007. The session was organized by St Lanka Institute of Development Administration.
Mr. N. K. S. S. Ratnayake, Assistant Commissioner of Elections, Nuwara Eliya participated in Workshop on Election
Management held by the Korean International Agency from 04.12.2007 to 21.12.2007.

Dayananda Dissanayake,
Commissioner of Elections.

Elections Secretariat,
Sarana Mawatha,

Rajagiriya,

Sri Jayawardenapura.
May 15th, 2008.
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STATISTICAL TABLES

Claims and objections under Section 14 of Registration of Electors Act, No. 44 of 1980. (Revision of Electoral
Register—2006)

Details of Polling Divisions and Polling Districts where house to house enumeration did not take place due to
insecurity and disruption of Civil Administration in Northem and Eastern Provinces. (Revision of Electoral
Register—2006)

Comparative statement showing no of Registered Electors according to Electoral Districts. 2005-2006.
Comparative statement of the number of electors in the polling divisions (Old Electorates) 1997-2006

Participation of political party nominees (Revision of Electoral Register — 2006)

Number of persons who submitted details of their National Identity Cards (Revision of Electoral Register — 2006)

Comparative statement of the percentage in production of National Identity Cards by perons at the Revision of
Electoral Registers. 1997 - 2006

Comparative statement of issue of Electoral extracts. 2000- 2007

Filling of vacancies in the membership of the Thirteenth Parliament - 2007
Filling of vacancies in the membership of the Provincial Councils - 2007
Filling of vacancies in the membership of the Municipal Councils - 2007
Filling of vacancies in the membership of the Urban Councils - 2007
Filling of vacancies in the membership of the Pradeshiya Sabhas - 2007

Number of members which each Electoral District is entitled to return at the Parliamentary Elections according to the
Order Under Article 98 (8) of the Constitution - 2007

. Number of members of Parliament to be elected Under Order 98 (8) of the Constitution for each Electorate.
(1998-2007)

Details of persons whose names had to be deleted from the Electoral Register of 2007 due to serving of prison terms
under Bribery Act and offences committed at elections under Election Laws.
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Tablel
CLAIMS AND OBJECTIONS UNDER SECTION 14 OF THE
REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS ACT, NO. 44 OF 1980
REVISION OF ELECTORAL REGISTERS - 2006

Electoral District Number of Number of Number of Number of

Claims Claims objections objections|
Received Allowed Received Upheld
Colombo 5,786 3,193 34 19
Gampaha 2216 1328 24 7
Kalutara 1,892 1334 3 3
Mahanuwara 852 527 6 0
Matale 1,731 1372 3 1
Nuwara-Eliya 753 496 0 0
Galle 939 643 3 19
Matara 3,124 2308 13 11
Hambantota 2,708 1,867 75 56
Jaffna 11 4 0 0
Vanni 1,235 688 0 0
Batticaloa 109 78 1 0
Digamadulla 243 127 6 0
Trincomalee 289 242 0 0
Kurunegala 1,061 834 18 5
Puttalam 1,079 72 6 0
Anuradhapura 922 570 1 1
Polonnaruwa 702 43 9 6
Badulla 808 472 3 3
Monaragala 520 230 21 15
Ratnapura 1533 929 0 0
Kegalle 439 276 19 e/
Total 28952 18,724 275 153
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Table II
REVISION OF ELECTORAL REGISTER - 2006
Details of Polling Divisions and Polling Districts where house to house enumeration
did not take place due to insecurity and disruptions of civil administration in
' North and Eastern Provinces
Electoral Polling Division Total No. of No. of Polling Total No. of
District Polling Districts Districts where Polling Districts
house to house where
enumeration not enumeration
taken place was not
conducted
10 - Jaffna Kayts 47 147 47
Vaddukkoddai 57 1-57 57
Kankasanturai 58 1-58 8
Manipay 62 1-62 (v
Kopay & 1-60 &0
Uduppiddy 53 1-53 53
Point Pedro 8 143 43
Chavakachcheri 51 1-51 51
Nallur 2 1-52 52
Jaffna a3 143 43
Kilinochchi 95 1-95 95
11-Vanni Mannar 67 57-68 12
Vavuniya 91 1-5
9-13
3
61-63
90-91 16
Mullaitivu 50 1-30
32-50 49
14-Trincomalee Seruwila 87 1422
70 10
Trincomalee 97 53 (apart), 93 2
Muthur X 1-6,8
10-11,16
19-22,24,27
32,34-35
38-40,42 L]
Total 733
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Table I11

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT SHOWING THE NUMBER OF REGISTERED
ELECTORS ACCORDING TO ELECTORAL DISTRICTS 2005-2006

Electoral District

Total Number of
Electors 2005

Total Number of
Electors - 2006

1 Colombo 1.502.967 1.543.282.
2 Gampaha 1,397,358 1,430,679
3 Kalutara 772999 788.606
4 Mahanuwara 923,017 940923
5 Matale 328,938 334,630
6 Nuwara-Eliya 449539 450,390
7 Galle 736,813 747.190
8 Matara 568,125 573833
9 Hambantota 401.540 408,240
10 Jafina 707,309 710,174
11 Vanni 254751 259,113
12 Batticaloa 324387 330.950
Digamadulla 399395 409308

14 Trincomalee 242112 242463
15 Kurunegala 1.140.125 1,160,274
16 Puttalam 476,781 484.076
17 Anuradhapura 547303 558413
18 Polonnaruwa 266,652 272,634
19 Badulla 341331 554.026
20 Monaragala 282,724 288.650
21 Rathnapura 684,529 701379
22 Kegalle 589.676 599435
Total 13,538.371 13,788,718

9—H 31794
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Table V

PARTICIPATION OF POLITICAL PARTY NOMINEES
REVISION OF ELECTORAL REGISTERS -2006

Electoral District Total No. of No. of Nominees Appointed by Recognized Political Parties
Polling Districi UN.P| SLFP| JVP | PA|CW.C|DUA]|SLMC|MNA
1 Colombo 834 854 461 455 0 0 0 0 5
2 Gampaha 888 1179 980 0 0 0 0 0 0
3 Kalutara 515 676 356 179 &7 0 0 0 0
4 Mahanuwara 653 1.245 1,061 0 77 0 0 0 0
5 Matale 295 570 3 %3 0 0 0 0 0
6 Nuwara-Eliya 389 449 429 0 0 130 0 0 0
7 Galle 670 853 548 623 0 0 0 0 0
8 Matara 425 195 250 410 0 0 0 0 0
9 Hambantota 373 552 349 520 | 125 0 0 0 0
10 Jaffna 621 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
11 Vanni ' 209 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
12 Batticaloa 314 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
13 Digamadulla 430 143 7 0 0 0 0 0 0
14 Tnncomalee 278 75 0 64 0 0 0 0 0
15 Kurunegala 82 1348 1325 21 0 0 0 0 0
16 Puttalam 387 504 263 0 % 0 0 47 0
17 Anuradhapura 527 602 503 0 0 0 0 0 0
18 Polonnaruwa 223 260 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
19 Badulla 504 565 245 0 0 0 0 0 0
20 Moneragala 292 338 328 0 0 0 0 0 0
21 Ratnapura 536 552 549 0 0 74 0 0 0
22 Kegalle 465 577 450 0 0 2 0 0 0
Total 10,650 11,537 8,541 2565 | 388 232 50 47 5
U.N.P. -:  United National Party
S.L.E.P. :  Sn Lanka Freedom Party
J.V.P.(P.L.F) . People’s Liberation Front
P.A. :  People’s Alliance
C.W.C. :  Ceylon Worker’s Congress
D.U.A. :  Democratic Unity Alliance
S.L.M.C. :  Sri Lanka Muslim Congress
M.N.A. ¢ Muslim National Alliance
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Table VI

NUMBER OF PERSONS WHO SUBMITTED THEIR NATIONAL IDENTITY CARDS

Electoral District Number of persons who
submitted their National Percentage %
Identity cards
1 Colombo 1,338,196 87%
2 Gampaha 1,183,421 83%
3 Kalutara 651310 83%
4 Mahanuwara 800231 85%
5 Matale 256,823 7%
6 Nuwara-Eliya 346,303 T7%
7 Galle 605,745 81%
8 Matara 405,141 %
9 Hambantota 310,398 76%
10 Jaffna
11 Vanni 114227 44%
12 Batticaloa 230279 70%
13 Digamadulla 303,874 74%
14 Trincomalee 132,058 54%
15 Kurunegala 922.876 80%
16 Puttalam 369,647 76%
17 Anuradhapura 383,664 69%
18 Polonnaruwa 194,762 T1%
19 Badulla 434941 79%
20 Monaragala 184342 64%
21 Ratnapura 531210 76%
22 Kegalle 457981 76%
Total 10,157,429 74%

* Information could not be obtained as there was no house to house enumeration in the Jaffna Electoral District.
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Table XV

NUMBERS WHICH EACH ELECTORALDISTRICT IS ENTITLED TO RETURN AT
THE PARLIAMENTARY ELECTIONS - 2007

Name of Electoral District

Number of Members which each
Electoral District is entitled to return

o

O 0 NN N B W

Colombo
Gampaha
Kalutara
Mahanuwara
Matale
Nuwara-Eliya
Galle

Matara
Hambantota
Jaffna

Vanni
Batticaloa
Digamadulla
Trincomalee
Kurunegala
Puttalam
Anuradhapura
Polonnaruwa
Badulla
Monaragala
Rathnapura

Kegalle

20
18

Total
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Table XV

DETAILS OF PERSONS WHOSE NAMES HAD TO BE DELETED FROM THE
ELECTORALREGISTER DUE TO SERVING OF PRISON TERMS UNDER THE
BRIBERY ACT AND OFFENCE COMMITTED AT ELECTIONS UNDER THE

ELECTION LAWS -2007

Number and Name
of Electoral District

1 Colombo

Number of
Names
deleted due
to bribery

Number of
Names deleted
due to
contravention of
Elections Laws

Number of
Names deleted
due to serving if
prison terms

Total Number of
Names deleted
from the Electoral
Register

2 Gampaha

3 Kalutara

Mahanuwara

Matale

Galle

Matara

4

5

6 Nuwara-Eliya
7

8

9

Hambantota

10 Jaffna

11 Vanni

12 Batticaloa

13 Digamadulla

14 Trincomalee

15 Kuru;lcgala

16 Puttalam

17 Anuradhapura

18 Polonnaruwa

19 Badulla

20 Monaragala

21 Rathnapura

=

22 Kegalle

Total

16




